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The dramatic and never-before-told story of a secret FDR-approved American internment camp in Texas
during World War II, where thousands of families—many US citizens—were incarcerated.

From 1942 to 1948, trains delivered thousands of civilians from the United States and Latin America to
Crystal City, Texas, a small desert town at the southern tip of Texas. The trains carried Japanese, German,
Italian immigrants and their American-born children. The only family internment camp during World War II,
Crystal City was the center of a government prisoner exchange program called “quiet passage.” During the
course of the war, hundreds of prisoners in Crystal City, including their American-born children, were
exchanged for other more important Americans—diplomats, businessmen, soldiers, physicians, and
missionaries—behind enemy lines in Japan and Germany.

Focusing her story on two American-born teenage girls who were interned, author Jan Jarboe Russell
uncovers the details of their years spent in the camp; the struggles of their fathers; their families’ subsequent
journeys to war-devastated Germany and Japan; and their years-long attempt to survive and return to the
United States, transformed from incarcerated enemies to American loyalists. Their stories of day-to-day life
at the camp, from the ten-foot high security fence to the armed guards, daily roll call, and censored mail,
have never been told.

Combining big-picture World War II history with a little-known event in American history that has long
been kept quiet, The Train to Crystal City reveals the war-time hysteria against the Japanese and Germans in
America, the secrets of FDR’s tactics to rescue high-profile POWs in Germany and Japan, and how the
definition of American citizenship changed under the pressure of war.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book The Train to Crystal City: FDR's Secret Prisoner
Exchange Program and America's Only Family Internment Camp During World War II seemed to be making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The guide The Train to Crystal City: FDR's Secret Prisoner Exchange Program and
America's Only Family Internment Camp During World War II is not only giving you far more new
information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Train to Crystal City: FDR's
Secret Prisoner Exchange Program and America's Only Family Internment Camp During World War II. You
never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Richard Perkins:

The reason why? Because this The Train to Crystal City: FDR's Secret Prisoner Exchange Program and
America's Only Family Internment Camp During World War II is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Myrta Bundy:

Beside that The Train to Crystal City: FDR's Secret Prisoner Exchange Program and America's Only Family
Internment Camp During World War II in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Train to Crystal
City: FDR's Secret Prisoner Exchange Program and America's Only Family Internment Camp During World
War II because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this?
Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Elizabeth Maez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Train to Crystal City: FDR's Secret Prisoner Exchange



Program and America's Only Family Internment Camp During World War II can give you a lot of friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Train to Crystal City: FDR's Secret Prisoner Exchange
Program and America's Only Family Internment Camp During World War II.
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