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This six-volume "portrait of a Mediterranean personality" is a composite portrait of the individuals who
wrote the personal letters, contracts, and all other manuscript fragments that found their way into the Cairo
Geniza. Most of the fragments from the Geniza, a storeroom for discarded writings that could not be thrown
away because they might contain the name of God, had been removed to Cambridge University Library and
other libraries around the world. Professor Goitein devoted the last thirty years of his long and productive
life to their study, deciphering the language of the documents and organizing what he called a "marvelous
treasure trove of manuscripts" into a coherent, fascinating picture of the society that created them.

It is a rich, panoramic view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and conducted their economic and
social affairs. The first and second volumes describe the economic foundations of the society and the
institutions and social and political structures that characterized the community. The remaining material,
intended for a single volume describing the particulars of the way people lived, blossomed into three
volumes, devoted respectively to the family, daily life, and the individual. The divisions are arbitrary but
helpful because of the wealth of information. The author refers throughout to other passages in his
monumental work that amplify what is discussed in any particular section. The result is an incomparably
clear and immediate impression of how it was in the Mediterranean world of the tenth through the thirteenth
century.

Volume V, subtitled The Individual, draws a portrait of the individual—a social person who mingled within
the community; addressed the challenges of poverty, illness, aging, and death; possessed friends, enemies,
and lovers; prayed and responded within a religious community; learned, created, thought and taught.
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From reader reviews:

Adele Rowan:

The book A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the
Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
studying a book A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the
Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) to get your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication A Mediterranean
Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza,
Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern Center, UCLA). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Agnes Shivers:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important usually. The book A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab
World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern Center,
UCLA) was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The reserve A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World
as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) is
not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book A
Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the
Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern Center, UCLA). You never sense lose out for everything
if you read some books.

Leslie Bergeron:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of
the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern
Center, UCLA) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have A Mediterranean Society: The
Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The
Individual (Near Eastern Center, UCLA).



Christine Andrews:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the
Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. V: The Individual (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) when you necessary
it?
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