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FROM THE AUTHOR

"All these years after the war, | was curious about what happened to the other shipsin my Task Unit

32.4.4 and to the men who served on them. During the war, this information was classified, but when | began
my naval military memoir research in the 1990s, alot of information had become declassified and provided
answers to many of my questions.”--William L. McGee

"A NAVAL MILITARY MEMOIR WITHIN A HISTORY"

In 1942 at age seventeen, and like alot of other youth anxious to do their part in the war effort, Montana
cowboy Bill McGee joined the U.S. Navy and was assigned to the U.S. Naval Armed Guard, the branch of
the Navy that protected merchant ships and their valuable cargo and crew from enemy attacks.

During hisfirst voyage in the South Pacific, between New Caledonia and Guadalcanal, his Task Unit 32.4.4
suffered two major enemy attacks: the first by air (the largest Japanese air attack since Pearl Harbor); the
second by torpedoes. Of the four Liberty shipsin the Task Unit 32.4.4, only one survived: the SS Nathaniel
Currier -- the ship McGee was assigned to.

His"kid's cruise" (as these minority enlistments were called) ended in 1946 with duty on the heavy cruiser
USS Fall River, the Target Fleet Flagship for "Operation Crossroads'-- the post-war atomic bomb tests at
Bikini Atoll in the Marshall 1dands.

McGee's enlisted man's per spective on the Bikini atomic bomb tests--by itself--makes this book worth
owning. The author had a front row seat at the beginning of the atomic age as "Operation Crossroads’ grew
from afew thousand people into a mammoth operation of 150 ships, 75 aircraft and more than 42,000 men,
including political observers, the media and scientists of every calling. McGee covers the event in complete
and exciting detail .

Drawing on his shipboard journal, three years of interviews with former shipmates, and exhaustive research
with declassified documents in the National Archives, McGee has produced an engrossing book that has the
inimitable mark of one that has "been there, done that."

In astraightforward writing style, he tells an honest, factual story that takes the reader for aride through the
war zones on Liberty ships, Victory ships, and the heavy cruiser, USS Fall River. Blugjacket Odyssey isa
close-up view of adefining period in our nation's history.

PRAISE
"Little has been written about service in the Naval Armed Guard in which nearly 145,000 men
served...McGee remedies this with abook that has value for historians." Naval History Magazine
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From reader reviews:
Bobbie Wallace:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Bluejacket
Odyssey, 1942-1946: Guadalcanal to Bikini, Naval Armed Guard in the Pacific? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Debra Yarbrough:

Here thing why this particular Blugjacket Odyssey, 1942-1946: Guadalcanal to Bikini, Naval Armed Guard
in the Pacific are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it
dependsin the content of it which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. Bluegjacket Odyssey, 1942-1946:
Guadalcanal to Bikini, Naval Armed Guard in the Pacific giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Blugjacket Odyssey, 1942-
1946: Guadalcanal to Bikini, Naval Armed Guard in the Pacific. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If
you are having difficultiesin bringing the printed book maybe the form of Blugjacket Odyssey, 1942-1946:
Guadalcanal to Bikini, Naval Armed Guard in the Pacific in e-book can be your substitute.

Raymond L angford:

The guide with title Blugjacket Odyssey, 1942-1946: Guadalcanal to Bikini, Naval Armed Guard in the
Pacific has alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this
book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Michael Meddllin:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
abook you can get alots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Bluejacket
Odyssey, 1942-1946: Guadalcanal to Bikini, Naval Armed Guard in the Pacific offer you a new experience



in studying a book.
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