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The settlers of New Netherland were obligated to uphold religious toleration as a legal right by the Dutch
Republic's founding document, the 1579 Union of Utrecht, which stated that "everyone shall remain free in
religion and that no one may be persecuted or investigated because of religion." For early American
historians this statement, unique in the world at its time, lies at the root of American pluralism.

New Netherland and the Dutch Origins of American Religious Liberty offers a new reading of the way
tolerance operated in colonial America. Using sources in several languages and looking at laws and ideas as
well as their enforcement and resistance, Evan Haefeli shows that, although tolerance as a general principle
was respected in the colony, there was a pronounced struggle against it in practice. Crucial to the fate of New
Netherland were the changing religious and political dynamics within the English empire. In the end, Haefeli
argues, the most crucial factor in laying the groundwork for religious tolerance in colonial America was less
what the Dutch did than their loss of the region to the English at a moment when the English were unusually
open to religious tolerance. This legacy, often overlooked, turns out to be critical to the history of American
religious diversity.

By setting Dutch America within its broader imperial context, New Netherland and the Dutch Origins of
American Religious Liberty offers a comprehensive and nuanced history of a conflict integral to the histories
of the Dutch republic, early America, and religious tolerance.
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From reader reviews:

James Horowitz:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the e-book untitled New Netherland and the Dutch Origins of American Religious
Liberty (Early American Studies) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Henry Brown:

Why? Because this New Netherland and the Dutch Origins of American Religious Liberty (Early American
Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Lamar Santiago:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
is New Netherland and the Dutch Origins of American Religious Liberty (Early American Studies) this e-
book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Ronald Cleary:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book New Netherland and the Dutch Origins of American Religious
Liberty (Early American Studies) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern



era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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