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In 1877, John Girardeau Legare of Adams Run, South Carolina, arrived in Darien on the Georgia tidewater.
Legare managed Darien-area rice plantations, first at Generals Island, then at Champneys. Nearby was
Butler’s Island, made famous by Fanny Kemble Butler in her antebellum Journal of a Residence on a
Georgian Plantation. Legare also served as the clerk of the city of Darien during the first three decades of
the twentieth century, maintaining detailed records of public business and documenting local commercial
and civic affairs.

Almost to the day of his death in 1932, Legare kept a journal containing his observations and commentary on
the development of Darien as a center for timber exports and the gradual decline of the rice industry. South
Carolina and Georgia led the world in rice production in the mid-nineteenth century, and Legare’s detailed
accounts of planting and management provide one of the outstanding contemporary sources for what was
becoming a vanishing way of life in tidewater Georgia.

Legare’s journals are a microcosmic history of Darien and its environs during a time that was perhaps the
most compelling in the town’s history. The industrial development of Darien in the postbellum era was the
essence of Henry Grady’s vision of the progressive New South, a factor not lost on Legare. He reflects on the
difficulties associated with rice planting; Darien’s soaring, then plummeting, fortunes with yellow pine
timber; prominent community members; and the development of local railroads. Legare records these
developments against the larger backdrop of America, as his journal contains many observations on
contemporary national events.

Buddy Sullivan has placed the Journal in context with an introduction and comprehensive endnotes
identifying the people and events referred to by Legare. There is also considerable African American history
in the volume, as reflected both in Legare’s writings and in the editor’s introduction and supplementary
notes.
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From reader reviews:

James Fletcher:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The
Darien Journal of John Girardeau Legare, Ricegrower? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Lavonne Ouellette:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Darien Journal of John
Girardeau Legare, Ricegrower is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Salvador Swain:

The Darien Journal of John Girardeau Legare, Ricegrower can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Darien
Journal of John Girardeau Legare, Ricegrower although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Michael Ogden:

Beside this specific The Darien Journal of John Girardeau Legare, Ricegrower in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Darien Journal of John Girardeau Legare, Ricegrower because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
this? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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