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The political and economic history of Latin America has been marked by great hopes and even greater
disappointments. Despite abundant resources—and a history of productivity and wealth—in recent decades
the region has fallen further and further behind devel oped nations, surpassed even by other developing
economies in Southeast Asia and elsewhere.

In Left Behind, Sebastian Edwards explains why the nations of Latin America have failed to sharein the
fruits of globalization and forcefully highlights the dangers of the recent turn to economic populism in the
region. He begins by detailing the many ways L atin American governments have stifled economic
development over the years through excessive regulation, currency manipulation, and thoroughgoing
corruption. He then turns to the neoliberal reforms of the early 1990s, which called for the elimination of
deficits, lowering of trade barriers, and privatization of inefficient public enterprises—and which, Edwards
argues, held the promise of freeing Latin Americafrom the burdens of the past. Flawed implementation,
however, meant the promised gains of globalization were never felt by the mass of citizens, and growing
frustration with stalled progress has led to aresurgence of populism throughout the region, exemplified by
the economic policies of Venezuela sHugo Chavez. But such measures, Edwards warns, are a recipe for
disaster; instead, he argues, the way forward for Latin Americaliesin further market reforms, more honestly
pursued and fairly implemented. As an example of the promise of that approach, Edwards pointsto Latin
Americas giant, Brazil, which under the successful administration of President Luis Inécio da Silva (Lula)
has finally begun to show signs of reaching its true economic potential.

Asthe global financial crisis has reminded us, the risks posed by failing economies extend far beyond their

national borders. Putting Latin America back on a path toward sustained growth is crucial not just for the
region but for the world, and Left Behind offers a clear, concise blueprint for the way forward.
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From reader reviews:
Keith Smith:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for us. The book Left Behind: Latin America and the False
Promise of Populism seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Left Behind: Latin America and the False
Promise of Populism is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when
you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book Left Behind: Latin America and the False Promise of Populism. Y ou never
sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

James M cDonald:

The book Left Behind: Latin America and the False Promise of Populism will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. Should you try to find
new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Left Behind: Latin America and the False Promise
of Populism is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site,
S0 you can quicker to read the book.

Dorothy Betancourt:

Typically the book Left Behind: Latin America and the False Promise of Populism has a lot associated with
on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after perusing this book.

James Well:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching fromit. It is called of book L eft
Behind: Latin America and the False Promise of Populism. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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