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The work of leading scholar Terry Castle, called by the New York Times "always engaging...consistently
fascinating," has helped to revolutionize eighteenth-century studies. The Female Thermometer brings
together Castle's essays on the phantasmagoric side of eighteenth-century literature and culture. Taking as
her emblem the fanciful "female thermometer," an imaginary instrument invented by eighteenth-century
satirists to measure levels of female sexual arousal, Castle explores what she calls the "impinging
strangeness" of the eighteenth-century imagination--the ways in which the rationalist imperatives of the age
paradoxically worked to produce what Freud would later call the uncanny. In essays on doubling and fantasy
in the novels of Defoe and Richardson, sexual impersonators and the dream-like world of the eighteenth-
century masquerade, magic-lantern shows, automata, and other surreal inventions of Enlightenment science,
and the hallucinatory obsessions of Gothic fiction, Castle offers a haunting portrait of a remarkable epoch.
Her collection explores the links between material culture, gender, and the rise of modern forms and
formulas of subjectivity, effectively rewriting the cultural history of modern Europe from a materialist and
feminist perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Manuel:

Here thing why this particular The Female Thermometer: Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Invention of
the Uncanny (Ideologies of Desire) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The
Female Thermometer: Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Invention of the Uncanny (Ideologies of Desire)
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book
that similar with The Female Thermometer: Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Invention of the Uncanny
(Ideologies of Desire). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Female Thermometer: Eighteenth-Century
Culture and the Invention of the Uncanny (Ideologies of Desire) in e-book can be your alternative.

Larry Young:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Female
Thermometer: Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Invention of the Uncanny (Ideologies of Desire) suitable
to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Female Thermometer:
Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Invention of the Uncanny (Ideologies of Desire)is a single of several
books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you
a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Mark Gallegos:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Female Thermometer: Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Invention of the Uncanny (Ideologies of
Desire) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Desiree Grajeda:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but



nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Female Thermometer: Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Invention of the Uncanny (Ideologies of
Desire) can make you sense more interested to read.
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