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Are there better ways to address community challenges than expending funds on international service-
learning?

In attempting to wed learning and service, are we are exploiting the “other” for new, or recycled, aims?

As these questions attest, of all types of service-learning, international service-learning (ISL) most starkly
illuminates the tensions between the liberatory and oppressive potentials of practice.

"Crossing Boundaries is an honest, insightful and timely collection of perspectives that critically explore the
tensions that so many international service-learning faculty and coordinators feel and see as we facilitate
these important yet complicated learning experiences. Together, the authors share stories and ideas about
student learning, partnerships and experiences that worked well, and just as importantly that didn't work; and
what they learned. Overall, the depth and breadth of this compilation of perspectives is needed at this point
in our field¹s history.”
--Tommy J. Van Cleave, Director of Service and Experiential Learning , Office of the Provost, Iona College

“This volume is important because it surfaces and discusses critical issues that educators should grapple with
in order to design, implement, improve, and evaluate ISL programs. The chapters in this volume will help
educators do a better job of striving to have ISL programs that have integrity [and] will also provide a
significant basis for helping ISL practitioners be reflective about their work, review its nature, and improve
its quality for all constituencies."
--Robert G. Bringle, Kulynych/Cline Visiting Distinguished Professor of Psychology, Appalachian State
University

This book explores the ramifications of realizing a new age of service-learning that pushes beyond single
episodic course-based projects to rebalance student learning and community outcome priorities, and provides
insight into what it looks like in its execution.

In describing eleven international programs designed to achieve reciprocal, sustained relationships in which
learning is co-created, the contributors reveal their struggles to change the balance of power relationships
and move to a more transformative practice. Common themes are the developmental nature of this work; the
recognition that it takes multiple attempts, often over years, for an individual or an institution to get this
work even nearly right; that resolving the challenges of unequal resources, power, and privilege can never be
completely erased; and that attention has to be given to the micro-level details.

What emerge are seven guiding principles that define the nature of partnerships in liberatory practice, and
that apply to all forms of service learning. They must be: strategic--linked to the mission and expertise of the
institution; long-term; multifaceted--allowing both partners to play a multiplicity of roles; developmental in
building capacities; contextualized in historic and cultural understanding; fully reciprocal; and create the
potential for community-driven change.

In addressing the problematic nature of ISL, and of service-learning in general, this book interrogates



whether its experiences create the necessary conditions for the formation of individual values, convictions,
and action; and whether their pivotal teaching and learning moments are indeed replicable and transferable
across individual, institutional and even cultural contexts. Its conclusions and insights will be of intense
interest to administrators and practitioners alike.
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From reader reviews:

Arturo McDaniel:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Crossing Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in International Service-Learning? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Joseph Wood:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Crossing Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in International Service-
Learning as the daily resource information.

Tammy Medina:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Crossing Boundaries: Tension and
Transformation in International Service-Learning guide written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
question Crossing Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in International Service-Learning as good book
not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its deal
with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Rebecca Beal:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be read. Crossing Boundaries: Tension and Transformation in
International Service-Learning can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those
short free time problems.
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