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Chronicling American law from its English origins to the present, and offering for the first time
comprehensive coverage of twentieth-century developments, this book sets American law and legal
institutions in the broad context of social, economic, and political events, weaving together themes from the
history of both public and private law. A history of law in action, The Magic Mirror treats law in society, and
the legal implications of social change in areas such as criminal justice, the rights of women, blacks, the
family, and children. It further examines regional differences in American legal culture, the creation of the
administrative and security states, the development of American federalism, and the rise of the legal
profession. Hall pays close attention to the evolution of substantive law categories--such as contracts, torts,
negotiable instruments, real property, trusts and estates, and civil procedure--and addresses the intellectual
evolution of American law, surveying movements such as legal realism and critical legal studies. Hall
concludes that over its history American law has been remarkably fluid, adapting in form and substance to
each successive generation without ever fully resolving the underlying social and economic conflicts that
provoke demands for legal change. The book's organization reflects typical course structure and its style is
clear and accessible to students, making it the ideal text for the study of American legal history at both the
undergraduate and graduate level.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Henderson:

The book The Magic Mirror: Law in American History gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book The Magic Mirror:
Law in American History to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and
read a book The Magic Mirror: Law in American History. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Lloyd Lake:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Magic Mirror: Law in American
History. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Marc Dean:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Magic Mirror: Law in
American History as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book,
any other book likes The Magic Mirror: Law in American History to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Rose Heck:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the The Magic Mirror: Law in American History when you essential it?
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