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Abraham Lincoln is chiefly remembered for two historic achievements: he freed the slaves, and he saved the
Union. That Lincoln did these things is not controversial. What is controversial is the connection between the
moral and constitutional aspects of these achievements. Lincoln refused to see pro-Union and antislavery
principles as exclusive, and thus he would not uphold one set of principles to the exclusion of the other or
allow one to serve in the other’s place.

Lincoln’s opponents of the time denied these connections. They felt obliged to take sides and to choose
between morality and the law. In Lincoln’s Defense of Politics, Thomas E. Schneider examines six key
figures from among the two groups that were Lincoln’s opponents: the states’ rights
constitutionalists—Alexander H. Stephens, John C. Calhoun, and George Fitzhugh—and the
abolitionists—Henry David Thoreau, William Lloyd Garrison, and Frederick Douglass.

Lincoln differed from both groups in his political attitude toward the question of slavery. He made it clear
that he regarded his own approach as more comprehensive than the more narrowly focused constitutional and
moral ones favored by his opponents. Schneider uses the men from each of these groups to illustrate the
broad significance of the slavery question and to shed light upon the importance of political considerations in
public decision making.

Secession and war deprived Abraham Lincoln of the opportunity to demonstrate to the South that while he
was opposed to any further extension of slavery, he bore no feelings of ill will toward the southern people.
Lincoln did not expect southerners to concur with his party’s view of slavery as morally wrong, but he called
on them as “national men” to consider whether sectional harmony was likely to be restored on any basis
other than the one proposed by the Republicans. Slavery, he believed, was the only thing that could threaten
the integrity of the nation.

Lincoln’s Defense of Politics is not primarily a work of history but a consideration of historical alternatives
on their merits. It addresses itself to a question of perennial interest and significance: what is the nature and
value of politics? Political theorists as well as students and scholars of American political thought will find
this work of particular importance.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Wilcoxon:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His
Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) will make you to always be smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Lila Johnson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public
Man and His Opponents in the Crisis Over Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) is kind of guide which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

John Keaney:

You may get this Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis Over
Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such
as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Tyler Cote:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Lincoln's Defense of Politics: The Public Man and His Opponents in the Crisis Over
Slavery (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) when you essential it?
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