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*Includes Temple's own quotes about her life and relationships.
*Includes a Bibliography for further reading.
"I stopped believing in Santa Claus when I was six. Mother took me to see him in a department store and he
asked for my autograph." – Shirley Temple
A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history’s most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors’ American Legends series, readers can get caught up to
speed on the lives of America’s most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute,
while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.
Shirley Temple remains the most famous child star of all time, but even this designation fails to reflect the
magnitude of her popularity during the era in which she worked. While it is true that she was not the first
child actor to reach Hollywood fame, she was the first—and to this day, perhaps the only—star who rose to
the very pinnacle of the Hollywood elite before she even turned 10 years of age. For this reason, it is no
exaggeration to view Shirley as the progenitor for all of the child actors that succeeded her. Moreover, her
cultural importance constitutes an even more important barometer through which to measure her overall
significance. Not only was Shirley a film star, but she had a monumental impact on a generation of children
who grew up during the Great Depression, with her plucky optimism representing an invaluable calming
presence for an American public struggling both financially and emotionally. She was not only a young
actress but also a brand name, someone who offered fathers and mothers hope for their children to achieve
the same success as the famous child star.
For all of Shirley Temple’s fame, it is no doubt surprising to many that her actual films received scant
critical acclaim. Her films were never mentioned on critical “best of” lists, nor did they regularly appear on
the list of nominees for the Academy Awards. In fact, even though most everyone has viewed at least one of
her films, it is unlikely that most people could name many of her films. This is not mentioned to degrade her
films but instead to identify the way in which the significance of the child star far outshined that of her films.
It is worth considering, therefore, what the relationship was between Temple and her films, and how she was
framed within the narratives. How exactly did Temple first reach Hollywood fame, and how did the many
films she appeared in between 1934 and 1938 - the height of her career - build her fame to its lofty peak even
as they were quickly forgotten?
Yet another stark difference in Temple’s career was the way in which it declined as quickly as it rose. With
most famous actresses, a relatively unremarkable childhood precedes an extraordinary film career, but with
Temple, the opposite dynamic took place; she led a childhood whose fame has never been equaled, and it has
overshadowed the rest of her adult life. Regardless, Shirley Temple remains a household name today, not
only for the way in which her career shaped America during the Depression but for the path she blazed for
other child stars.
American Legends: The Life of Shirley Temple profiles the life and career of Hollywood’s most famous
child star. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Shirley Temple
like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Scott:

This book untitled American Legends: The Life of Shirley Temple to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Barbara Taylor:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
American Legends: The Life of Shirley Temple will give you new experience in studying a book.

Stewart Moore:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and American Legends: The Life of Shirley
Temple or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other
book likes American Legends: The Life of Shirley Temple to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

Margie Rodriguez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the American Legends: The Life of Shirley Temple when you required it?
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