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In recent times, the science of ecology has been rejuvenated and has moved to a central position in biology.
This volume contains eighteen original, major contributions by leaders in the field, all associates of the late
Robert MacArthur, whose work has stimulated many of the recent developments in ecology. The intellectual
ferment of the field is reflected in these papers, which offer new models for ecological processes, new
applications of theoretical and quantitative techniques, and new methods for analyzing and interpreting a
wide variety of empirical data.

The first five chapters explore the evolution of species abundance and diversity (R. Levins, E. Leigh, J.
MacArthur, R. May, and M. Rosenzweig). The theory of loop analysis is newly applied to understanding
stability of species communities under both mendelian and group selection. Species abundance relations,
population fluctuations, and continental patterns of species diversity are illustrated and interpreted
theoretically. The next section examines the competitive strategies of optimal resource allocation variously
employed in plant life histories (W. Schaffer and M. Gadgil), bird diets and foraging techniques (H.
Hespenheide), butterfly seasonal flights (A. Shapiro), and forest succession examined by the theory of
Markov processes (H. Horn).

The seven chapters of the third section study the structure of species communities, by comparing different
natural communities in similar habitats (M. Cody, J. Karr and F. James, E. Pianka, J. Brown, J. Diamond), or
by manipulating field situations experimentally (R. Patrick, J. Connell). The analyses are of communities of
species as diverse as freshwater stream organisms, desert lizards and rodents, birds, invertebrates, and plants.
These studies yield insights into the assembly of continental and insular communities, convergent evolution
of morphology and of ecological structure, and the relative roles of predation, competition, and harsh
physical conditions in limiting species ranges.

Finally, the two remaining chapters illustrate how ecological advances depend on interaction of theory with
field and laboratory observations (G. E. Hutchinson), and how ecological studies such as those of this
volume may find practical application to conservation problems posed by man's accelerating modification of
the natural world (E. Wilson and E. Willis).
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From reader reviews:

Alex Levey:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Ecology and Evolution of Communities
(Belknap Press). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Barbara Erickson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just
their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this particular Ecology and Evolution of Communities (Belknap
Press) to read.

Lydia Baum:

Why? Because this Ecology and Evolution of Communities (Belknap Press) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Willie Briggs:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Ecology and Evolution of
Communities (Belknap Press) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
find.
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