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Although Langston Hughes had a lifelong engagement in theater and other performance arts, his work in this
area is the least known of his rich and complex contributions to African American expressive culture. This
volume focuses on Hughes's plays after 1942, along with all of his other work written for performance,
including operas, musicals, radio plays, ballet librettos, and song lyrics, all of which demonstrate his strong
determination to inject an African American presence into a range of cultural forms. 
 
If Hughes's contributions to African American theater in the 1930s were foundational, in his later stage
career he created the theatrical form for which he is best known, the gospel play. Taking advantage of gospel
music's crossover success in the 1950s, Hughes wrote four such plays; his most famous, Black Nativity, not
only was a hit in New York, but it also toured Europe and is still a Christmas tradition in many African
American churches. Generally, Hughes achieved more commercial stage success in this later period. As
lyricist for Kurt Weill's Street Scene, he experienced Broadway acclaim; he turned his Simple stories into a
musical, Simply Heavenly, and wrote his gospel-musical Tambourines to Glory. 
 
In fact, aside from a few educational or occasional pieces, virtually all of Hughes's stage writing after 1942
incorporated music in some form. He wrote five complete operas and several cantatas, as well as the
musicals and gospel plays, and hundreds of song lyrics. 
 
            Hughes's intense engagement with theater and other performance arts lasted more than thirty-five
years. In every genre he attempted, Hughes left unforgettable and inspiring work, giving rise to the range and
richness of contemporary African American theatrical achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Tran:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Gospel Plays, Operas, and Later Dramatic Works (Collected
Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 6).

Scott Halpin:

The event that you get from Gospel Plays, Operas, and Later Dramatic Works (Collected Works of Langston
Hughes, Vol 6) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you
get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Gospel Plays, Operas, and
Later Dramatic Works (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 6) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this Gospel Plays, Operas, and Later Dramatic Works
(Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 6) instantly.

William Wright:

The e-book untitled Gospel Plays, Operas, and Later Dramatic Works (Collected Works of Langston
Hughes, Vol 6) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Gospel Plays, Operas,
and Later Dramatic Works (Collected Works of Langston Hughes, Vol 6) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Barbara Duty:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is usually Gospel Plays, Operas, and Later Dramatic Works (Collected Works of Langston



Hughes, Vol 6).
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