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Synopsis: Too often the biblical passages governing sexual morality are interpreted in simplistic, proof
texting ways that take no account of the cultural gap between ancient Israel and the modern world. And too
often the official positions of churches are determined by opinion polls and majority votes rather than a sober
theological and ethical assessment of the issues involved. A third way is called for that avoids the errors of
both naive fundamentalism and the Bible-dismissing zeitgeist--a way that puts theological reflection at the
forefront. This little book aims to provide a theologically informed, biblical approach to help Christians find
a new way forward in their dialogue over questions surrounding homosexuality. It deconstructs the
Augustinian theological tradition that has defined, evaluated, and regulated sexual behavior in the western
Christian traditions. Kraus maintains that the doctrine of the creation (rather than the doctrine of sin) must be
the framework for understanding sexuality and sexual desire. He argues that the basic justification for erotic
physical intimacy is the fulfillment of God's original intention for human community (shalom). Beginning
with the definition of "the image of God" as a social symbol that mirrors the Trinity, Kraus calls the church
to reflect that trinitarian image as it is seen in Christ. He argues that this stance at the very least calls the
church to empathetic inclusion of the GLBTQ community in its ongoing discernment conversation, which, of
course, means full participation in its life. Endorsements: "The relevance of this book reaches far beyond
Mennonite circles. My brother and sister chaplains and Christians in the armed services, especially those
troubled by the revocation of the 'don't ask, don't tell' policy, will find challenge and wisdom from the
biblical and theological reflections of Professor Kraus. In fact, this is a book for anyone struggling with
same-sex issues in the real world." -Kermit D. Johnson Chaplain (Major General), United States Army
(Retired) "In this era of increasing agreement that sexual orientation is a natural disposition, yet also of
vigorous disagreement over how we should live with our sexuality, Norman Kraus gracefully guides us
through pertinent church history, biblical wisdom, and theological understanding. Given how readily we
interpret Scripture to justify what we feel, Kraus's crisp scholarship, and the pastoral reflections upon it, are
timely." -David G. Myers coauthor of What God Has Joined Together: The Christian Case for Gay Marriage
"The church's dialogue on issues of sexual orientation has focused on biblical interpretation. Frequently
neglected has been the broader theological overview that gives shape to that interpretation. In this timely
contribution, C. Norman Kraus addresses that oversight by providing a thoughtful and concise theological
reflection on sexual orientation, especially as it relates to humanity created in the 'Image of God.' On Being
Human is a must-read for church leaders looking for fresh ways to engage their congregations in this vital
dialogue." -Vic Thiessen Mennonite Church Canada "Here is a useful and refreshing contribution to the
church's discernment about sexuality--mainly because what shines through is the author's profound
Anabaptist commitment to Scripture. But it is not a simple or conventional approach; rather, Kraus welcomes
Scripture as a lively partner in discernment, trusting that engagement with the deep core of the biblical
tradition along with critical examination of science and culture will yield the wisdom so desperately needed
in today's church. -Marlene Kropf Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary Author Biography: C. Norman
Kraus is Professor emeritus at Goshen College in Indiana. He is the author and editor of numerous books and
articles.
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From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific On Being Human: Sexual
Orientation and the Image of God book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

William Svendsen:

The feeling that you get from On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God could be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of
God giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can
be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular On Being
Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God instantly.

Steven Richardson:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list is On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God. This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Walton Han:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this
book On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God. You can more inviting than now.



Download and Read Online On Being Human: Sexual Orientation
and the Image of God C. Norman Kraus #61EYLFTNIGD



Read On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God
by C. Norman Kraus for online ebook

On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God by C. Norman Kraus Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God by C. Norman Kraus
books to read online.

Online On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God by C. Norman
Kraus ebook PDF download

On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God by C. Norman Kraus Doc

On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God by C. Norman Kraus Mobipocket

On Being Human: Sexual Orientation and the Image of God by C. Norman Kraus EPub


