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Recently, the Supreme Court agreed to weigh in on an issue that has long been a subject of controversy in the
United States, namely, what types of restrictions, if any, may the government place on the ability of gay
couplesto enter legal marriages. The origin of the debate over same- sex marriage can be traced back to
1993, when the Hawaii Supreme Court issued a ruling that appeared likely to lead to recognition of same-sex
marriage under the state’ s constitution. In response, Congress enacted the Defense of Marriage Act

(DOMA). Section 3 of DOMA created a new federal definition for the terms “marriage” and “spouse” that
includes heterosexual couples only. Thus, any federal law that uses those terms automatically excludes
same-sex couples from any rights, benefits, or protections that flow from the statute.

Meanwhile, in the nearly two decades since DOMA was enacted, the state legislatures and courts have
become increasingly enmeshed in questions about the extent to which marital rights and benefits can or must
be offered to same-sex couples. Currently, nine states and the District of Columbia permit same-sex couples
to marry, while the vast mgjority of the remaining states have statutes or constitutional provisions that bar
such marriages. (For a detailed discussion of these state laws, see CRS Report RL 31994, Same-Sex
Marriages: Legal Issues, by Alison M. Smith.) One such provision is California’ s Proposition 8, which
amended the state constitution to prohibit same-sex marriage. Proposition 8 was adopted shortly after the
California Supreme Court ruled that the state’s ban on same-sex marriage violated the state constitution.

On December 7, 2012, the Supreme Court agreed to hear challenges to two laws that impose restrictions on
same-sex marriage. Thefirst case, United States v. Windsor, involves questions about the constitutionality of
DOMA. The second case, Hollingsworth v. Perry, involves asimilar challenge to California’s Proposition 8.
These cases are discussed in detail below.
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From reader reviews:
Lynda Wright:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Same-Sex Marriage and the Supreme
Court: United States v. Windsor and Hollingsworth v. Perry will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can
feel far more confidenceif you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading
the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or acceptable book with you?

Brian Faber:

The actual book Same-Sex Marriage and the Supreme Court: United States v. Windsor and Hollingsworth v.
Perry has alot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book.
That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

L eonel Burton:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.

Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Same-Sex Marriage and the Supreme Court: United States v. Windsor and
Hollingsworth v. Perry this publication consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now.
That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it
is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.

Thomas Pilcher:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book Same-Sex Marriage and the Supreme Court: United States v. Windsor and Hollingsworth v.
Perry we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read
abook. Just smply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life at thistime book Same-Sex Marriage and the Supreme Court: United States v. Windsor and
Hollingsworth v. Perry. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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