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In the spring of 1942, under the guise of "military necessity," the U.S. government evacuated 110,000
Japanese Americans from their homes on the West Coast. About 7,000 people from the San Francisco Bay
Area—the vast majority of whom were American citizens—were moved to an assembly center at Tanforan
Racetrack and then to a concentration camp in Topaz, Utah. Dubbed the "jewel of the desert," the camp
remained in operation until October 1945. This compelling book tells the history of Japanese Americans of
San Francisco and the Bay Area, and of their experiences of relocation and internment.

Sandra C. Taylor first examines the lives of the Japanese Americans who settled in and around San Francisco
near the end of the nineteenth century. As their numbers grew, so, too, did their sense of community. They
were a people bound together not only by common values, history, and institutions, but also by their shared
status as outsiders. Taylor looks particularly at how Japanese Americans kept their sense of community and
self-worth alive in spite of the upheavals of internment.

The author draws on interviews with fifty former Topaz residents, and on the archives of the War Relocation
Authority and newspaper reports, to show how relocation and its aftermath shaped the lives of these Japanese
Americans. Written at a time when the United States once again regards Japan as a threat, Taylor's study
testifies to the ongoing effects of prejudice toward Americans whose face is also the face of "the enemy."
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Lake:

The book Jewel of the Desert: Japanese American Internment at Topaz will bring that you the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Jewel of the Desert: Japanese American Internment at
Topaz is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Catherine Mejia:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Jewel of the Desert: Japanese American Internment at
Topaz can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Joshua Poulson:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books
in the top listing in your reading list is Jewel of the Desert: Japanese American Internment at Topaz. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Rod Reese:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Jewel of the Desert: Japanese
American Internment at Topaz.
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