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What fueled the Victorian passion for hair-jewelry and memorial rings? When would an everyday object
metamorphose from commodity to precious relic? In Portable Property, John Plotz examines the new role
played by portable objectsin persuading Victorian Britons that they could travel abroad with religious
sentiments, family ties, and national identity intact. In an empire defined as much by the circulation of
capital as by force of arms, the challenge of preserving Englishness while living overseas became a central
Victorian preoccupation, creating a pressing need for objects that could readily travel abroad as
personifications of Britishness. At the same time aradically new relationship between cash value and
sentimental associations arose in certain resonant mementoes--in teacups, rings, sprigs of heather, and
handkerchiefs, but most of al in books.

Portable Property examines how culture-bearing objects came to stand for distant people and places,
creating or preserving a sense of self and community despite geographic dislocation. Victorian novels--
because they themselves came to be understood as the quintessential portable property--tell the story of this
change most clearly. Plotz analyzes a wide range of works, paying particular attention to George Eliot's
Daniel Deronda, Anthony Trollope's Eustace Diamonds, and R. D. Blackmore's Lorna Doone. He also
discusses Thomas Hardy and William Morris's vehement attack on the very notion of cultural portability.
Theresult isaricher understanding of the role of objectsin British culture at home and abroad during the
Age of Empire.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Miller:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
abook can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Portable Property: Victorian
Culture on the Move book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

William Gilbert:

The book Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Move has alot of knowledge on it. So when you read
this book you can get alot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Joseph Lewis:

Beside this specific Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Move in your phone, it can give you away to
get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got hereis
fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Move because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen
if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring

beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Ed Abraham:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching fromit. Itis
identified as of book Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Move. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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