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Fourteen-year-old Dick Hunter lives on the streets of New York in the 1860s. His parents are dead, and he
has been on his own since the age of seven. He shines shoes to earn a living. He sleeps in boxes. He jokes
about having a mansion on Fifth Avenue and about owning shares of Erie Railroad stock. But he cannot
imagine ever being more than a bootblack who spends every cent he earns and lives hand-to-mouth--until by
chance he meets Frank Whitney. Ragged Dick; or, Street Life in New York with the Boot Blacks is arguably
the best known of Horatio Alger’s American rags-to-riches stories. Published in 1867, it promotes the values
of hard work, thrift, honesty, integrity, and bravery. Alger paints his story in bright colors: the novel swirls
with shops, crowds, and a range of characters, and while it could not be called exciting in any modern sense
it nonetheless remains unexpectedly readable to this day. The title character is Richard Hunter, better known
as Ragged Dick, an orphan living on the streets of New York and scraping a living as a shoe shine boy.
Although he is quick witted and has a basic morality, he lacks direction--but when he is employed to act as a
guide to the city to Frank Whitney, a boy of his own age, he is impressed with Frank's manners and
education and determines to better himself. Dick later meets Henry Fosdick, an educated youth who has
fallen on hard times through no fault of his own, and Fosdick agrees to tutor Dick. They take a room together
and, with the aid of kindly Mr. Greyson and a sudden twist of fate, are soon on the road to financial security
and social respectability. As a veritable "diamond in the rough," Ragged Dick is as innately virtuous as he is
streetwise and cocky—and his story still makes a great read.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Hubbard:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Ragged Dick.

Donna Johnson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Ragged Dick
suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Ragged Dickis
the one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world on this book.

Todd Apperson:

Beside that Ragged Dick in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Ragged Dick because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Susan Negri:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Ragged Dick or others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put
their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Ragged Dick to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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