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In this deeply learned work, Toshihiko Izutsu compares the metaphysical and mystical thought-systems of
Sufism and Taoism and discovers that, although historically unrelated, the two share features and patterns
which prove fruitful for a transhistorical dialogue. His original and suggestive approach opens new doors in
the study of comparative philosophy and mysticism. Izutsu begins with Ibn 'Arabi, analyzing and isolating
the major ontological concepts of this most challenging of Islamic thinkers. Then, in the second part of the
book, Izutsu turns his attention to an analysis of parallel concepts of two great Taoist thinkers, Lao-tzu and
Chuang-tzu. Only after laying bare the fundamental structure of each world view does Izutsu embark, in the
final section of the book, upon a comparative analysis. Only thus, he argues, can he be sure to avoid easy and
superficial comparisons. Izutsu maintains that both the Sufi and Taoist world views are based on two pivots-
the Absolute Man and the Perfect Man-with a whole system of oncological thought being developed between
these two pivots. Izutsu discusses similarities in these ontological systems and advances the hypothesis that
certain patterns of mystical and metaphysical thought may be shared even by systems with no apparent
historical connection. This second edition of Sufism and Taoism is the first published in the United States.
The original edition, published in English and in Japan, was prized by the few English-speaking scholars
who knew of it as a model in the field of comparative philosophy. Making available in English much new
material on both sides of its comparison, Sufism and Taoism richly fulfills Izutsu's motivating desire "to
open a new vista in the domain of comparative philosophy."
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Sufism and
Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical Concepts? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Nancy Martindale:

Here thing why this particular Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical Concepts are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key
Philosophical Concepts giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no e-book that similar with Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical
Concepts. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened
in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical Concepts in e-book can
be your substitute.

Nichelle Shive:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Sufism and Taoism: A
Comparative Study of Key Philosophical Concepts suitable to you? The particular book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical
Conceptsis one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in
the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core
of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Shantel McCary:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we



know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical Concepts
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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