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Covering more than four decades, Tour of Duty is the definitive account of John Kerry's journey from war to
peace. Written by acclaimed historian Douglas Brinkley, thisis the first full-scale, intimate account of
Kerry's naval career. In writing this riveting narrative, Brinkley has drawn on extensive interviews with
virtually everyone who knew Kerry well in Vietnam, including all the men still living who served under him.
Kerry also entrusted to Brinkley his letters home from Vietham and his voluminous "War Notes' -- journals,
notebooks, and personal reminiscences written during and shortly after the war. This material was provided
without restriction, to be used at Brinkley's discretion, and has never before been published.

John Kerry enlisted in the Navy in February 1966, months before he graduated from Yale. In December 1967
Ensign Kerry was assigned to the frigate U.S.S. Gridley; after five months of service in the Pacific, with a
brief stop in Vietnam, he returned to the United States and underwent training to command a Swift boat, a
small craft deployed in Vietnam'srivers. In June 1968 Kerry was promoted to lieutenant (junior grade), and
by the end of that year he was back in Vietnam, where he commanded, over time, two Swift boats.
Throughout Tour of Duty Brinkley deftly deals with such explosive issues as U.S. atrocitiesin Vietnam and
the bombing of Cambodia. In a series of unforgettable combat-action sequences, he recounts how Kerry won
the Purple Heart three times for wounds suffered in action and was awarded the Bronze Star and the Navy’s
Silver Star for gallantry in action.

When Kerry returned from Southeast Asia, he joined the Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW),
becoming a prominent antiwar spokesperson. He challenged the Nixon administration on Capitol Hill with
the antiwar movementcheering him on. As Kerry's public popularity soared in April-May 1971, the FBI
considered him a subversive. Brinkley -- using new information acquired from the recently released Nixon
tapes -- reveals how White House aides Charles Colson and H. R. Haldeman tried to discredit Kerry.
Refusing to be intimidated, Kerry started running for public office, eventually becoming aU.S. senator from
Massachusetts. But he never forgot his fallen comrades. Working with his friend Senator John McCain, he
returned to Vietnam numerous times looking for MIAs and POWSs. By the time Bill Clinton was elected
president in 1992, Kerry was the leading proponent of "normalization” of relations with Vietnam. When
President Clinton officially recognized Vietnam in 1995, Kerry's three-decade-long tour of duty had at long
last ended.
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From reader reviews:
Sharon Hollars:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book Tour of Duty: John Kerry and the Vietnam War
seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. Itis
quite advantages for you. The reserve Tour of Duty: John Kerry and the Vietnam War is not only giving you
far more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Tour of Duty: John Kerry and the Vietnam
War. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jack Rosa:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual isyou don't know what one you should start with. This Tour of Duty: John Kerry and the Vietnam
War is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Charles Simpson:

This Tour of Duty: John Kerry and the Vietham War tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as
asuccessful person, why. The explanation of this Tour of Duty: John Kerry and the Vietham War can be
among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food
but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. Thisbook is
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Tour of Duty: John Kerry and the Vietnam War giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So,
let'shaveit and revel in reading.

James Wood:

That book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Tour of Duty: John Kerry and the Vietnam War was
colorful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Tour of Duty: John Kerry and the Vietnam
War has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading which.
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