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A chronicle of war infused with uncommon cheer, Dog Tags Yapping: The World War II Letters of a
Combat GI is a young man’s education in life and death and a narrative of war told completely in letters. 

 

During World War II, thousands of high school graduates were drafted into the army to be trained in colleges
as engineers or other technicians but instead were assigned to fighting units and joined the great assault in
Europe after D-Day. One of those reprogrammed combat infantrymen was Morton Elevitch from Duluth,
Minnesota. Elevitch’s cartoons, drawings, and extremely unconventional letters home—rescued from box-
in-the-basement oblivion after a more than fifty-year dormancy—recover the story of one rerouted GI in a
voice that is compelling and new. Embellished with a boyish flair, the quirky and playful documents
collected here impart a distinctly personal and uncalculated record of war, family, and coming of age. “It’s
much easier to wield a melancholy pen than to sit down and cry,” Elevitch declares to his father. 

 

Sparkling with a patina of wit and the bittersweet allure of lost innocence, the words and letters of “Privitch
Elevate” offer the immediacy of the events as they unfolded. With the ease and expertise expected of a more
seasoned storyteller, the young Elevitch escorts readers through his basic training and departure for Europe,
duty in Brittany with the 94th Division and departure for Germany, combat under Patton’s command,
wounding by mortar fragments, convalescence in England, and his return to France with the Signal Corps to
guard prisoners and await demobilization. But along with these letters are the stories of his relationships with
his parents, his brother, the men of his company and even the prisoners of war. The author’s perspectives on
the war radically change. Both comic and tragic in its treatment of war’s chaos and tedium, this sensitive
personal history covers experiences from the adjustment to military life and the temptations of flesh to the
pain of wounds and recovery and the exposure to foreign countries and cultures.   

 

Presaging his career as a novelist and editor, Elevitch’s words and drawings sketch an audacious and highly
imaginative portrait of a young man during an exceptional time in world history. Evocative of life lived and
nearly lost, his jarring accounts of combat reveal a soldier who was wounded not only in body but also in
soul, in a war that changed him forever—just as it changed everyone it touched. Reproduced here as they
were originally written, alongside a gallery of photos and hand-drawn battle maps, Elevitch’s cartoons and
letters were initially intended for only three persons. But with their unique historical value and affecting
exploration of the human spirit, they resurface in Dog Tags Yapping and result in an exhilarating ride for all
readers through his “wild bivouac of the mind.”
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Dog Tags Yapping: The World War II Letters of a Combat GI. Try to the
actual book Dog Tags Yapping: The World War II Letters of a Combat GI as your friend. It means that it can
to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Bruce Jones:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Dog Tags Yapping: The World War II Letters of a
Combat GI as your daily resource information.

Gregg Spencer:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Dog Tags Yapping: The World War II Letters of a Combat GI offer you a new experience in
looking at a book.

Marisa Carney:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Dog Tags Yapping: The World War II Letters of a
Combat GI or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Dog Tags Yapping: The World War II Letters of a Combat GI to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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