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In adazzling fusion of history, art, science, and biography, Falling Upwards resurrects the daring men and
women who first risked their livesto take to the air in balloons.

Richard Holmes gives us another of his unforgettable portraits of human endeavor, recklessness, and vision,
weaving together exhilarating accounts of early balloon rivalries, pioneering ascents over Victorian cities,
and astonishing long-distance voyages. The terrifying high-altitude flights of James Glaisher helped to
establish the science of meteorology as well as the notion of afragile planet, while balloons were also used
to observe the horrors of modern battle during the American Civil War. Here too are the many
writers—Mary Shelley, Edgar Allan Poe, Charles Dickens, Jules Verne, and more—who felt the imaginative
impact of flight and allowed it to soar in their work. Holmes tells the history of ballooning from every
angle—scientific to poetic—through the adventurers and entrepreneurs, scientists and escapists, heroes and
fools who were possessed by the longing to be airborne.

(With 24 pages of color illustrations, and black-and-white illustrations throughout.)
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From reader reviews:
Lisa Streeter:

This Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of Ballooning book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get datawhich is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History
of Ballooning without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of
Ballooning can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air: An
Unconventional History of Ballooning having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Lori Hunt:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Falling
Upwards: How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of Ballooning iskind of reserve which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

AndreRosier:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Falling Upwards. How We
Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of Ballooning which is finding the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's find.

Meghan Drucker:

Y ou may get this Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air: An Unconventional History of Ballooning by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try



to choose suitable ways for you.
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