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DNA testing and advances in forensic science have shaken the foundations of the U.S. criminal justice
system. One of the most visible results is the exoneration of inmates who were wrongly convicted and
incarcerated, many of them sentenced to death for crimes they did not commit. This has caused a quandary
for many states: how can claims of innocence be properly investigated and how can innocent inmates be
reliably distinguished from the guilty? In answer, some states have created “innocence commissions” to
establish policies and provide legal assistance to the improperly imprisoned.

The Innocence Commission describes the creation and first years of the Innocence Commission for Virginia
(ICVA), the second innocence commission in the nation and the first to conduct a systematic inquiry into all
cases of wrongful conviction. Written by Jon B. Gould, the Chair of the ICVA, who is a professor of justice
studies and an attorney, the author focuses on twelve wrongful conviction cases to show how and why
wrongful convictions occur, what steps legal and state advocates took to investigate the convictions, how
these prisoners were ultimately freed, and what lessons can be learned from their experiences.

Gould recounts how a small band of attorneys and other advocates — in Virginia and around the country —
have fought wrongful convictions in court, advanced the subject of wrongful convictions in the media, and
sought to remedy the issue of wrongful convictions in the political arena. He makes a strong case for the
need for Innocence Commissions in every state, showing that not only do Innocence Commissions help to
identify weaknesses in the criminal justice system and offer workable improvements, but also protect society
by helping to ensure that actual perpetrators are expeditiously identified, arrested, and brought to trial.
Everyone has an interest in preventing wrongful convictions, from police officers and prosecutors, who seek
the latest and best investigative techniques, to taxpayers, who want an efficient criminal justice system, to
suspects who are erroneously pursued and sometimes convicted.

Free of legal jargon and written for a general audience, The Innocence Commission is instructive,
informative, and highly compelling reading.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Wallace:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may
be the e-book untitled The Innocence Commission: Preventing Wrongful Convictions and Restoring the
Criminal Justice System can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Georgette Tang:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Innocence Commission: Preventing Wrongful Convictions and
Restoring the Criminal Justice System this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. That
is why this book appropriate all of you.

Ann Morgan:

This The Innocence Commission: Preventing Wrongful Convictions and Restoring the Criminal Justice
System is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little
bit of digest in reading this The Innocence Commission: Preventing Wrongful Convictions and Restoring the
Criminal Justice System can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Mary Haskell:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Innocence Commission: Preventing Wrongful
Convictions and Restoring the Criminal Justice System was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Innocence Commission: Preventing Wrongful Convictions and



Restoring the Criminal Justice System has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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