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Considered deeply controversial because of his experimental writing style and complicated racial heritage,
Jean Toomer was a major figure of the Harlem Renaissance and in the twentieth-century modernist
movement. Toomer has been the focus of much research, and over the years, his letters have been widely
cited by specialists on the literature of the period. The Letters of Jean Toomer, 1919-1924 is the first-ever
annotated collection of the author's correspondence. The letters included in the volume-most of which are in
the Beinecke Library at Yale University-were written in the five years surrounding Toomer's publication of
his seminal work, Cane. As such, they lend unique insight into the life, aesthetics, politics, and work of a
central figure in American literature of the early twentieth century. Mark Whalan's compilation offers a vital
document for understanding the contexts, intellectual debates, and tensions undergirding Toomer's work,
including his simultaneous feelings of attraction to and estrangement from rural Southern life, the influence
of technology on race and urban existence in America, and the contradictory pulls of folk culture and
modernist experimentation. The collection also charts the motives underlying Toomer's abandonment of the
style that distinguished Cane, and his growing fascination with the teachings of the mystic G. I. Gurdjieff in
1924. On a more personal level, Toomer's struggles with creative isolation and the small world of black
Washington society-and later with the New York literary avant garde-are made evident, as are his intense
and often domineering relationships with women. His correspondents constituted a who's who of 1920s
intellectual life, including Alain Locke, Georgia Douglas Johnson, Countée Cullen, Waldo Frank, Sherwood
Anderson, Lewis Mumford, Alfred Stieglitz, Georgia O'Keefe, and Hart Crane. A singular addition to
Toomer scholarship, The Letters of Jean Toomer, 1919-1924 is an invaluable resource for students of the
Harlem Renaissance and literary modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Letters of Jean Toomer, 1919-1924 can be fine
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Valerie Garrison:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. The Letters of Jean Toomer, 1919-1924 can be your answer since it can be read by you
actually who have those short extra time problems.

Jodi Dunn:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Letters of Jean Toomer, 1919-1924 was colorful and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Letters of Jean Toomer, 1919-1924 has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
which.

Neil Nilsson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the The Letters of Jean Toomer, 1919-1924 when you required it?
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