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What is distinctive about the cultural practice called 'literature'? How does it benefit individuals and society?
How do literary works retain their importance and their capacity to give pleasure over decades and centuries?
What constitutes responsible criticism? These are some of the questions addressed in this book, which
develops the arguments put forward in Derek Attridge's influential study The Singularity of Literature
(2004). Beginning with an extended cross-examination in the form of an interview addressing a range of
topics relating to the work of literature (understood both as the activity of the writer and as the text itself) and
the practices of literary reading and literary criticism, it asks what it means to 'do justice to' a work of
literature, provides a full account of the concept of singularity, considers the problematic power of criticism,
and advances an account of the role of context in the writing and reading of literary works. In other chapters
it explores the issue of cultural difference in responses to literature, discusses the working of metaphor,
questions the attribution of knowledge to literary works, and addresses the topics of affect and hospitality.
The book follows through the consequences of regarding the singular and inventive work of literature as an
event that takes place anew each time it is read, providing an opening to an otherness excluded by prevailing
cultural norms and habits of thought and feeling. Although the focus of the book is on literature, the
arguments are relevant to all the arts, and engage with the thought of major aesthetic theorists in a number of
traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Work of Literature. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book The Work of
Literature. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may
be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book as
well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Christopher Helland:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Work of Literature. All type of
book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Garnet Veach:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Work of
Literature book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

April Cotton:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Work of Literature was vibrant and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Work of Literature has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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