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For many players, games are entertainment, diversion, relaxation, fantasy. But what if certain games were
something more than this, providing not only outlets for entertainment but a means for creative expression,
instruments for conceptual thinking, or tools for social change? In Critical Play, artist and game designer
Mary Flanagan examines alternative games -- games that challenge the accepted norms embedded within the
gaming industry -- and argues that games designed by artists and activists are reshaping everyday game
culture.

Flanagan provides a lively historical context for critical play through twentieth-century art movements,
connecting subversive game design to subversive art: her examples of "playing house" include Dadaist
puppet shows and The Sims. She looks at artists' alternative computer-based games and explores games for
change, considering the way activist concerns -- including worldwide poverty and AIDS -- can be
incorporated into game design.

Arguing that this kind of conscious practice -- which now constitutes the avant-garde of the computer game
medium -- can inspire new working methods for designers, Flanagan offers a model for designing that will
encourage the subversion of popular gaming tropes through new styles of game making, and proposes a
theory of alternate game design that focuses on the reworking of contemporary popular game practices.
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From reader reviews:

Duane Coley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Critical Play: Radical Game Design. Try to make the book Critical
Play: Radical Game Design as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Eddie Barber:

Often the book Critical Play: Radical Game Design will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Critical Play: Radical Game Design is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Kim Adams:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Critical Play: Radical Game Design, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Melissa Broussard:

This Critical Play: Radical Game Design is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Critical Play: Radical Game Design can be
the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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