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Winner of the Graywolf Press Nonfiction Prize, a breathtaking elegy to the waning days of human
spaceflight as we have known it

In the 1960s, humans took their first steps away from Earth, and for a time our possibilities in space seemed
endless. But in a time of austerity and in the wake of high-profile disasters like Challenger, that dream has
ended. In early 2011, Margaret Lazarus Dean traveled to Cape Canaveral for NASA's last three space shuttle
launches in order to bear witness to the end of an era. With Dean as our guide to Florida's Space Coast and to
the history of NASA, Leaving Orbit takes the measure of what American spaceflight has achieved while
reckoning with its earlier witnesses, such as Norman Mailer, Tom Wolfe, and Oriana Fallaci. Along the way,
Dean meets NASA workers, astronauts, and space fans, gathering possible answers to the question: What
does it mean that a spacefaring nation won't be going to space anymore?
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From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last
Days of American Spaceflight is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

John Moore:

Typically the book Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight will bring that you the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American
Spaceflight is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Robert Mangino:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American Spaceflight your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American
Spaceflight giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Delilah Jordan:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Leaving Orbit: Notes from the Last Days of American
Spaceflight. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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