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When St. Louis homemaker Pearl Curran began writing fiction and poetry at a Ouija board in 1913, she
attributed the work to the “discarnate entity” Patience Worth, a seventeenth-century Puritan. Though now
virtually forgotten, her writing garnered both critical praise and public popularity at the time. The Patience of
Pearl uncovers more of Curran’s (and thus Patience Worth’s) biography than has been known before; Daniel
B. Shea provides close readings of the Patience-dictated writings and explores the historical and local
context, applying current cognitive and neuro-psychology research.
            Though Pearl Curran had only a ninth-grade education, Patience Worth was able to dictate a biblical
novel and a Victorian novel. Echoes of Dickens and the Potters, a circle of St. Louis women writers, make
clear that Patience Worth reflects literary debts that go as far back as Curran being read to as a child. Shea
argues that the workings of implicit memory suggest the medium’s creative achievements were her own
body’s property. Curran also had musical training, and recent developments in the field of psychology
regarding the overlap between musical and linguistic rhythms of regularity, anticipation, and surprise supply
a firm foundation for attributing skills both automatic and creative to Curran. Her reflections on her
doubleness in her self-study anticipate the many-personed Ouija board writing of poet James Merrill.
            Shea approaches Curran/Worth as a summary figure for the Victorian-era woman writer’s buried
voice at the point of its transition into modernism. He investigates many lingering questions about Curran’s
fluent productivity at the Ouija board, including the “smart” versus “dumb” unconscious. Shea links
unconscious memory, dissociation, and automatic writing and reconsiders problematic assumptions about
individual identity and claims of personal agency. The Curran/Worth Puritan/writer figure also allows
scrutiny of gendered assumptions about the dangers of female speech and the idealization of women’s
passive reception of divine, or husbandly, revelation.
Novelistic in its own way, Curran’s life included three husbands and a child adopted on command from
Patience Worth. Pearl Curran enjoyed a brief period of celebrity in Los Angeles before her death in 1937.
The Patience of Pearl once again brings her the attention she deserves—for her life, her writing, and her
place in women’s literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Warner:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship in the Writings of Pearl
Curran it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book offers high quality.

Jeanette Williams:

The reason why? Because this The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship in the Writings of Pearl
Curran is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book
in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Melissa Broussard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Patience of
Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship in the Writings of Pearl Curran.

Bruce Hensley:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship in the
Writings of Pearl Curran to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and



study it. Beside that the guide The Patience of Pearl: Spiritualism and Authorship in the Writings of Pearl
Curran can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of these time.
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