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This bold and lively essay is one of those rarest of intellectual achievements, a big small book. In its short
length are condensed enormous erudition and impressive analytical scope. With verve and self-assurance, it
addresses a broad, central question: How can we improve our understanding of the large-scale processes and
structures that transformed the world of the nineteenth century and are transforming our world today?

Tilly contends that twentieth-century social theories have been encumbered by a nineteenth century heritage
of “pernicious postulates.” He subjects each misleading belief to rigorous criticism, challenging many
standard social science paradigms and methodologies. As an alternative to those timeless, placeless models
of social change and organization, Tilly argues convincingly for a program of concrete, historically grounded
analysis and systematic comparison.

To illustrate the strategies available for such research, Tilly assesses the works of several major practitioners
of comparative historical analysis, making skillful use of this selective review to offer his own speculative,
often unconventional accounts of our recent past.

Historically oriented social scientists will welcome this provocative essay and its wide-ranging agenda for
comparative historical research. Other social scientists, their graduate and undergraduate students, and even
the interested general reader will find this new work by a major scholar stimulating and eminently readable.

This is the second of five volumes commissioned by the Russell Sage Foundation to mark its seventy-fifth
anniversary.

"In this short, brilliant book Tilly suggests a way to think about theories of historical social change....This
book should find attentive readers both in undergraduate courses and in graduate seminars. It should also
find appreciative readers, for Tilly is a writer as well as a scholar." —Choice
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From reader reviews:

Woodrow Harker:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Big Structures, Large Processes,
Huge Comparisons will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with
you?

Joyce Morgan:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisons.

Micheal Mata:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge
Comparisons, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Francis King:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisons why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.
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