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The racially charged stereotype of "welfare queen"—an allegedly promiscuous waster who uses her children
as meal tickets funded by tax-payers—is a familiar icon in modern America, but as Gunja SenGupta reveals
in From Slavery to Poverty, her historical roots run deep. For, SenGupta argues, the language and
institutions of poor relief and reform have historically served as forums for inventing and negotiating
identity.

Mining a broad array of sources on nineteenth-century New York City’s interlocking network of private
benevolence and municipal relief, SenGupta shows that these institutions promoted a racialized definition of
poverty and citizenship. But they also offered a framework within which working poor New
Yorkers—recently freed slaves and disfranchised free blacks, Afro-Caribbean sojourners and Irish
immigrants, sex workers and unemployed laborers, and mothers and children—could challenge stereotypes
and offer alternative visions of community. Thus, SenGupta argues, long before the advent of the twentieth-
century welfare state, the discourse of welfare in its nineteenth-century incarnation created a space to talk
about community, race, and nation; about what it meant to be “American,” who belonged, and who did not.
Her work provides historical context for understanding why today the notion of "welfare"—with all its
derogatory “un-American” connotations—is associated not with middle-class entitlements like Social
Security and Medicare, but rather with programs targeted at the poor, which are wrongly assumed to benefit
primarily urban African Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Juana Rummel:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of From Slavery
to Poverty: The Racial Origins of Welfare in New York, 1840-1918 book as beginner and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Eric Saunders:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
From Slavery to Poverty: The Racial Origins of Welfare in New York, 1840-1918, you are able to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a reserve.

Daniel Martin:

Exactly why? Because this From Slavery to Poverty: The Racial Origins of Welfare in New York, 1840-
1918 is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Mathew Casillas:

This From Slavery to Poverty: The Racial Origins of Welfare in New York, 1840-1918 is new way for you
who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this From
Slavery to Poverty: The Racial Origins of Welfare in New York, 1840-1918 can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself



in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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