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Campaign organizers and the media appear to agree that voters perceptions of party leaders have an
important impact in elections: considerable effort is made to ensure that leaders look good, speak well, and
that they are up in the polls. In contrast, the academic literature is much more divided. Some suggest that
leaders play an important role in the vote calculus, while others argue that in comparison to other factors,
perceptions of leaders have only a minimal impact.

Platform or Personality? incorporates data from thirty-five el ection studies across seven countries with
varying ingtitutional environments, and takes both a broad and in-depth look at the role of leaders. A few
noteworthy conclusions emerge. First, voters evaluate leaders' traitsin terms of two main dimensions,
character and competence. Second, voters perceive |eaders within the framework of a partisan stereotypein
which the party label of the leader imbues meaning; more specifically, leaders of Conservative parties are
seen to be more competent while Left leaders are seen to have more character. Third, and most importantly,
leaders matter: they affect voters decisions and have a discernible effect on the distribution of votesin an
election. Fourth, there are consistent differences in the perception of party leaders according to voters' level
of political sophistication. While al voters evaluate party leaders and consider leadersin their vote calculus,
the more sophisticated do so the most. This book argues that personality plays an important role in elections,
and that in a healthy democracy, so it should.

Comparative Paliticsis a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political science that deals with
contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterized by a stress on
comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The seriesis published in association with the
European Consortium for Political Research.

The Comparative Politics Seriesis edited by Professor David M. Farrell, School of Politics and International

Relations, University College Dublin, Kenneth Carty, Professor of Political Science, University of British
Columbia, and Professor Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Institute of Political Science, Philipps University, Marburg.
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From reader reviews:
Ann Birdsdll:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders
in Elections (Comparative Palitics). Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we
know about how isimportant some sort of book Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leadersin
Elections (Comparative Palitics). You can add information and of course you can around the world by way
of abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can easily open abook or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use
it when you feel weary to go to thelibrary. Let's examine.

Barbara Lewis:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party
Leadersin Elections (Comparative Palitics), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you till
would like to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Jeff Cunningham:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide Platform or Personality?. The Role of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative
Politics) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
selling point of abook, you can feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike now, many waysto get
book that you wanted.

Irma Cook:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source thisfilled
update of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leadersin Elections
(Comparative Politics) when you required it?
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