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"How much does it cost?' We think of this question as one that preoccupies the nation's shoppers, not its
statesmen. But, as Pocketbook Politics dramatically shows, the twentieth-century American polity in fact
developed in response to that very consumer concern.

In this groundbreaking study, Meg Jacobs demonstrates how pocketbook politics provided the engine for
American political conflict throughout the twentieth century. From Woodrow Wilson to Franklin Roosevelt
to Richard Nixon, national politics turned on public anger over the high cost of living.

Beginning with the explosion of prices at the turn of the century, every strike, demonstration, and boycott
was, in effect, a protest against rising prices and inadequate income. On one side, areform coalition of
ordinary Americans, mass retailers, and national politicians fought for laws and policies that promoted
militant unionism, government price controls, and a Keynesian program of full employment. On the other,
small businessmen fiercely resisted this low-price, high-wage agenda that threatened to bankrupt them.

This book recaptures this dramatic struggle, beginning with the immigrant Jewish, Irish, and Italian women
who flocked to Edward Filene's famous Boston bargain basement that opened in 1909 and ending with the
Great Inflation of the 1970s.

Pocketbook Palitics offers a new interpretation of state power by integrating popular politics and dlite
policymaking. Unlike most social historians who focus exclusively on consumers at the grass-roots, Jacobs
breaks new methodological ground by insisting on the centrality of national politics and the state in the
nearly century-long fight to fulfill the American Dream of abundance.
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From reader reviews:
Francis Dawson:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guysthis
kind of aren't like that. This Pocketbook Politics: Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America
(Palitics and Saociety in Twentieth-Century America) book is readable by you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Pocketbook Politics: Economic
Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different by means of it. So, do you continue to thinking Pocketbook Politics: Economic
Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Cynthia Richards:

Beside this kind of Pocketbook Palitics. Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) in your phone, it could give you away to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh from the oven so
don't become worry if you fedl like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Pocketbook Palitics: Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from today!

Karen Bdl:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Pocketbook Politics: Economic Citizenship in
Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Saciety in Twentieth-Century America) can give you alot of
friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great people. So, why hesitate? We need to have Pocketbook Palitics: Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-
Century America (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America).

Keith Lugo:

Y ou can find this Pocketbook Politics: Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it



may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not
only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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