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Ukraineis currently embroiled in atense fight with Russiato preserve its territorial integrity and political
independence. But today’ s conflict isonly the latest in along history of battles over Ukraine sterritory and
its existence as a sovereign nation. As the award-winning historian Serhii Plokhy argues in The Gates of
Europe, we must examine Ukraing's past in order to understand its present and future.

Situated between Central Europe, Russia, and the Middle East, Ukraine was shaped by the empires that used
it as a strategic gateway between East and West—from the Roman and Ottoman empires to the Third Reich
and the Soviet Union. For centuries, Ukraine has been a meeting place of various cultures. The mixing of
sedentary and nomadic peoples and Christianity and Islam on the steppe borderland produced the class of
ferocious warriors known as the Cossacks, for example, while the encounter between the Catholic and
Orthodox churches created a religious tradition that bridges Western and Eastern Christianity. Ukraine has
also been a home to millions of Jews, serving as the birthplace of Hassidism—and as one of the killing fields
of the Holocaust.

Plokhy examines the history of Ukraine s search for its identity through the lives of the major figuresin
Ukrainian history: Prince Y aroslav the Wise of Kyiv, whose daughter Anna became queen of France; the
Cossack ruler Ivan Mazepa, who was immortalized in the poems of Byron and Pushkin; Nikita K hrushchev
and his protégé-turned-nemesis Leonid Brezhnev, who called Ukraine their home; and the heroes of the
Maidan protests of 2013 and 2014, who embody the current struggle over Ukraine's future.

As Plokhy explains, today’s crisisis atragic case of history repeating itself, as Ukraine once again finds
itself in the center of the battle of global proportions. An authoritative history of thisvital country, The Gates
of Europe provides aunique insight into the origins of the most dangerous international crisis since the end
of the Cold War.
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From reader reviews:
Gloria Brower:

The book The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave agood thing like abook The Gates of
Europe: A History of Ukraine? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share al of these. Book
The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for
you. Y ou can search the enormous world by available and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

David Hester:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Gates of Europe: A
History of Ukraine has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book tend
to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading that.

Michelle Dewees:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It isreferred to as of book The
Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Beatrice Blakely:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine to
make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading ability is devel oping when you just
like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading through especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and
examine it. Beside that the book The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine can to be your brand-new friend
when you're truly feel aone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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