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Much has been written about the seismic shifts in American culture and politics during the 1960s. Yet for all
the analysis of that turbulent era, its legacy remains unclear. In this elegantly written book, David Wyatt
offers a fresh perspective on the decade by focusing on the pivotal year of 1968. He takes as his point of
departure the testimony delivered by returning veteran John Kerry before the Senate Armed Services
Committee in 1971, as he imagined a time in the future when the word "Vietnam" would mean "the place
where America finally turned." But turning from what, to what?and for better or for worse?

Wyatt explores these questions as he retraces the decisive moments of 1968?the Tet Offensive, the McCarthy
campaign, the assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy, the student revolt at Columbia,
the "police riot" at the Democratic Convention in Chicago, Lyndon Johnson's capitulation, and Richard
Nixon's ascendency to power. Seeking to recover the emotions surrounding these events as well as analyze
their significance, Wyatt draws on the insights of what Michael Herr has called "straight" and "secret"
histories. The first category consists of work by professional historians, traditional journalists, public figures,
and political operatives, while the second includes the writings of novelists, poets, New Journalists, and
memoirists.

The aim of this parallel approach is to uncover two kinds of truth: a "scholarly truth" grounded in the
documented past and an "imaginative truth" that occupies the more ambiguous realm of meaning. Only by
reckoning with both, Wyatt believes, can Americans come to understand the true legacy of the 1960s.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Stamper:

With other case, little people like to read book When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some
sort of book When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Anthony Tipton:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be study. When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 can be your answer since it can be
read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

John Minnis:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 can make you really feel more interested to
read.

Amy Osburn:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 when you essential it?
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