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The Art of Suicide is a history of the visual representation of suicide from the ancient world to its
decriminalization in the 20th century. After looking at instances of voluntary death in ancient Greece, Ron
Brown discusses the contrast between the extraordinary absence of such events in early Christianity and the
proliferation of images of biblical suicides in the late medieval era. He emphasizes how differing attitudes to
suicide in the early modern world slowly merged, and pays particular attention to the one-time chasm
between so-called heroic suicide and self-destruction as a "crying crime".

Brown tracks the changes surrounding the perception of suicide into the pivotal Romantic era, with its
notions of the "man of feeling", ready to hurl himself into the abyss over a woman or an unfinishable poem.
After the First World War, the meaning of death and attitudes towards suicide changed radically, and in time
this led to its decriminalization. The 20th century in fact witnessed a growing ambivalence towards suicidal
acts, which today are widely regarded either as expressions of a death-wish or as cries for help. Brown
concludes with Warhol's picture of Marilyn Monroe and the videos taken by the notorious Dr Kevorkian.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Jacobs:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Art of Suicide (Reaktion Books - Picturing History). You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book
Art of Suicide (Reaktion Books - Picturing History). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sheryl Hicks:

Here thing why this Art of Suicide (Reaktion Books - Picturing History) are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as delightful as food or not. Art of Suicide (Reaktion Books - Picturing History) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Art of
Suicide (Reaktion Books - Picturing History). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Art of Suicide (Reaktion Books -
Picturing History) in e-book can be your choice.

Latoya Brown:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
guide. The book Art of Suicide (Reaktion Books - Picturing History) it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Doreen Wolf:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Art of Suicide (Reaktion Books - Picturing History) provide you with a new



experience in reading through a book.
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