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Shows that the dialogue in Plato's Phaedo is primarily devoted to presenting Socrates final defense of the
philosophical life against the theoretical and political challenge of religion.

"That the psychology of its characters is a key to understanding the argument of a Platonic dialogueisa
principle effectively applied in this reading of the Phaedo and well supported by the results: in bringing out
the differences in the perspectives of Socrates two interlocutors on this occasion--one primarily concerned
with the question of the goodness of the philosophic life, and indeed of life as such, the other motivated by a
deep skepticism about the possibilities of human reason--this study leads us to see why the conversation in
the Phaedo has to be divided between them, and how the strategy of each argument is motivated by its
particular addressee.” -- Ronna Burger, Tulane University

While the Phaedo is most famous for its moving portrayal of Socrates death and its arguments for the
immortality of the soul, Ahrensdorf argues that the dialogue is primarily devoted to presenting Socrates final
defense of the philosophic life against the theoretical and political challenge of religion. Through a careful
analysis of both the historical context of the Phaedo and the arguments and drama of the dialogue,
Ahrensdorf argues that Socrates defense of rationalism is singularly undogmatic and that a study of that
defense can lead us to a clearer understanding and a deeper and richer appreciation of the case both for and
against rationalism.

"This clear, extremely well-written book distinguishes itself from other fine works on the Phaedo by its
careful attention to Socrates' rhetoric. It does a masterful job of showing how Socrates intends his arguments
to affect Simmias and Cebes--as well as readers like them--even in cases where Socrates must have seen
those arguments to be logically weak. Ahrensdorf's insight into the differences between Simmias and Cebes
isexcellent." -- Chris A. Colmo, Rosary College
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From reader reviews:
Susan Tokarz:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Death of Socrates and the Life of Philosophy. Try to the actual book
The Death of Socrates and the Life of Philosophy as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it isvery
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Donna Barragan:

Now aday people who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How alot
more to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through abook can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especialy this The Death of Socrates
and the Life of Philosophy book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Beth Ritchey:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which oneis
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take The Death of Socrates and the Life of Philosophy as your daily resource
information.

Alan Archuleta:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromiit. It is called
of book The Death of Socrates and the Life of Philosophy. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
crucia that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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