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The Combat Studies Institute is pleased to present Occasional Paper 32, The Long War Against Piracy:
Historical Trends, by CSI historian James A. Wombwell. This study surveys the experience of the United
States, Great Britain, and other seafaring nations in addressing the problem of piracy at sea, then derives
insights from that experience that may be relevant to the suppression of the current surge of piratical activity.
Wombwell, a retired naval officer, traces the course of several outbreaks of piracy during the past 300 years
in a variety of geographical areas. Although each case varies in its details, Wombwell concludes that enough
similarities exist to permit several useful generalizations. Among these are the causes of piracy, the factors
that permit the behavior to flourish, and the range of countermeasures that have been available to
policymakers seeking to eradicate the problem. When conditions are favorable for piracy to develop, and no
strong response is made by the forces of law and order, what began as low-level brigandage often grows to
outrageous proportions, ultimately requiring significant military resources to suppress or eliminate the threat
posed to legitimate commerce. This Occasional Paper is a timely work because of the dramatic surge of
piratical acts in the Gulf of Aden and off the Horn of Africa in recent years. Although piracy has been a
problem for several decades in other international sea lanes, the actions of the Somali pirates have focused
world attention on the issue. This study is especially pertinent to the US Army because the historical record
clearly indicates that piracy seldom, if ever, has been eradicated solely through naval operations alone. As
Wombwell makes abundantly clear, only when nations have acted to remove piracy’s enabling conditions
ashore through military and/or political means has the scourge of piracy truly been eliminated. Moreover, in
almost every case, because of the extensive resources needed to combat piracy, the nation taking the lead
against the pirates was a dominant military power, either on a world or regional scale. Thus, as the author
suggests, the land forces of the United States may at some point be called on to assist in making the waters
off the Somali coast safe for international commerce once more. Should that time come, James Wombwell’s
survey of the historical context of the problem may be instructive to both policymakers and Soldiers.
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From reader reviews:

James Cansler:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Long War Against
Piracy: Historical Trends: Occaisional Paper 32. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Tammy Pursell:

Here thing why this specific The Long War Against Piracy: Historical Trends: Occaisional Paper 32 are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Long War Against Piracy: Historical
Trends: Occaisional Paper 32 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Long War Against Piracy: Historical Trends:
Occaisional Paper 32. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Long War Against Piracy: Historical
Trends: Occaisional Paper 32 in e-book can be your option.

Charles Gray:

Typically the book The Long War Against Piracy: Historical Trends: Occaisional Paper 32 has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Julie Long:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be learn. The Long War Against Piracy: Historical Trends: Occaisional Paper 32 can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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