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"A splendid introduction to geology and paleontology for the lay reader. To compress Earth's history into a
single, lucidly written volume is a major achievement."--Publishers Weekly, starred review.

"Few people have both the knowledge and the writing ability to capture such a long and varied history in a
compelling manner. In A Short History of Planet Earth, J.D. Macdougal demonstrates that he is one of the
few."--Earth.

This exhilarating survey of the four and half billion years of Earth's history charts both the geological and
biological history of the planet. It moves from the origin of the earth's iron core to the formation of today's
seven continents, and from the primordial building blocks of life to the evolution of the human form.

J.D. MACDOUGALL (San Diego, California) is a professor of earth science at the Scripps Oceanographic
Institute of the University of California, San Diego, the premier center for earth science research in the U.S.
His work has appeared in Scientific American and the McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of Science and
Technology.
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From reader reviews:

Claire Underwood:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this A Short History of Planet Earth:
Mountains, Mammals, Fire, and Ice (Wiley Popular Scienc) book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
uncertainty A Short History of Planet Earth: Mountains, Mammals, Fire, and Ice (Wiley Popular Scienc) as
good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't
determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jimmy Torres:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This A Short History of Planet Earth:
Mountains, Mammals, Fire, and Ice (Wiley Popular Scienc) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Juan Higgins:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Short History of Planet Earth:
Mountains, Mammals, Fire, and Ice (Wiley Popular Scienc) which is finding the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's see.

Linda Monge:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list will be A Short History of Planet Earth: Mountains, Mammals, Fire, and Ice
(Wiley Popular Scienc). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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