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White kids from the ’burbs are throwing up gang signs. The 2001 Grammy winner for best rap artist was as
white as rice. And blond-haired sorority sisters are sporting FUBU gear. What is going on in American
culture that’s giving our nation a racial-identity crisis?

Following the trail blazed by Norman Mailer’s controversial essay “The White Negro,” Everything but the
Burden brings together voices from music, popular culture, the literary world, and the media speaking about
how from Brooklyn to the Badlands white people are co-opting black styles of music, dance, dress, and
slang. In this collection, the essayists examine how whites seem to be taking on, as editor Greg Tate’s mother
used to tell him, “everything but the burden”–from fetishizing black athletes to spinning the ghetto lifestyle
into a glamorous commodity. Is this a way of shaking off the fear of the unknown? A flattering indicator of
appreciation? Or is it a more complicated cultural exchange? The pieces in Everything but the Burden
explore the line between hero-worship and paternalism.

Among the book’s twelve essays are Vernon Reid’s “Steely Dan Understood as the Apotheosis of ‘The
White Negro,’” Carl Hancock Rux’s “The Beats: America’s First ‘Wiggas,’” and Greg Tate’s own
introductory essay “Nigs ’R Us.”

Other contributors include: Hilton Als, Beth Coleman, Tony Green, Robin Kelley, Arthur Jafa, Gary
Dauphin, Michaela Angela Davis, dream hampton, and Manthia diAwara.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

George Bolin:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Everything But the Burden: What White People Are
Taking from Black Culture book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Ralph Capra:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Everything But the Burden: What White People Are Taking from Black Culture, it is possible to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.

Joe Dix:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Everything But the Burden: What White
People Are Taking from Black Culture book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
uncertainty Everything But the Burden: What White People Are Taking from Black Culture as good book
not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its
cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

George Jamison:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Everything But the Burden: What White People Are
Taking from Black Culture can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by



knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Everything But
the Burden: What White People Are Taking from Black Culture.
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