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Readers have long puzzled over peculiar aspects of the Gospel of Mark: Jesus' attempts to conceal his deeds
and his identity. William Wrede called these and similar motifs the "messianic secret" in Mark, and proposed
that Mark had invented the "secret" to explain why the announcement of the arrival of the Son of God had
not taken the world by storm. Other scholars have disagreed: perhaps Mark meant to highlight Jesus' divinity
(after all, Jesus usually doesn't succeed in keeping himself hidden!) . . . or perhaps Mark wanted to tie Jesus'
identity to his destiny on the cross as a warning to disciples that they may face persecution. Or, some have
proposed, there simply is no single explanation for all of Jesus' bewildering behaviors in the Gospel.

David F. Watson brings a new perspective to the "messianic secret," relying not on the Christological
concerns of 19th- and 20th-century theologians, but on recent insights into the role of honor and shame in
ancient Mediterranean culture on the part of social scientists. Mark's portrayal of Jesus simultaneously shows
his ability to provide favors and benefits to others and his refusal to put himself forward or draw attention to
himself as a benefactor, thereby teaching that in God's kingdom it is not the great and powerful who are most
highly regarded, but the humble. Mark's depiction of Jesus is part of a larger effort to promote a radically
different understanding of honor within the family of faith.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Leonard:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Honor Among Christians: The Cultural
Key to the Messianic Secret. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Paula Shepard:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important usually. The book Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the
Messianic Secret ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key
to the Messianic Secret is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book
Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to the Messianic Secret. You never truly feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Ellis Dunn:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Honor Among Christians: The Cultural
Key to the Messianic Secret can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Richard Rodriguez:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Honor Among Christians: The Cultural Key to
the Messianic Secret. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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