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First published in 1850, New York by Gas-Light explores the seamy side of the newly emerging metropolis:
"the festivities of prostitution, the orgies of pauperism, the haunts of theft and murder, the scenes of
drunkenness and beastly debauch, and all the sad realities that go to make up the lower stratum—the
underground story—of life in New York!" The author of this lively and fascinating little book, which both
attracted and offended large numbers of readers in Victorian America, was George G. Foster, reporter for
Horace Greeley's influential New York Tribune, social commentator, poet, and man about town. Foster drew
on his daily and nightly rambles through the city's streets and among the characters of the urban demi-monde
to produce a sensationalized but extraordinarily revealing portrait of New York at the moment it was
emerging as a major metropolis. Reprinted here with sketches from two of Foster's other books, New York by
Gas-Light will be welcomed by students of urban social history, popular culture, literature, and journalism.

Editor Stuart M. Blumin has provided a penetrating introductory essay that sets Foster's life and work in the
contexts of the growing city, the development of the mass-distribution publishing industry, the evolving
literary genre of urban sensationalism, and the wider culture of Victorian America. This is an important
reintroduction to a significant but neglected work, a prologue to the urban realism that would flourish later in
the fiction of Stephen Crane, the painting of George Bellows, and the journalism of Jacob Riis.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Rodriguez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this New York by Gas-Light and Other Urban
Sketches book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question New York by Gas-Light
and Other Urban Sketches as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
guide that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Nathan Kelly:

The book untitled New York by Gas-Light and Other Urban Sketches contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Crystal Sanchez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like New York by Gas-Light and
Other Urban Sketches which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Brenda Taylor:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book New
York by Gas-Light and Other Urban Sketches we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book New York by Gas-Light and Other
Urban Sketches. You can more pleasing than now.
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