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In view of the critical environmental problems confronting the modern world, reflection on the nature and
meaning of the world and on humanity's place in it becomes increasingly important. While Christian
theology has done this for centuries, the present situation calls for a serious rethinking of many issues in the
light of contemporary physics, biology, and cultural history. The Gift of Being presents insights of the
sciences in a way that is helpful for Christians today.

Creation theology helps believers come to a stronger sense of their own identity as they come to an
awareness of the world. This enables them to gain a deeper insight into how they ought to relate to that world
if they wish to find meaning in their lives. This state of being requires a willingness to distinguish between
the medium and the message in approaching the Scriptures. It also requires a willingness to take the sciences
seriously.

In The Gift of Being, Hayes focuses on traditional questions of creation, but also comments on where science
is with creation, anthropology, and destiny. He begins by discussing the relation between faith and reason,
and hence between theology and science, from a historical perspective, moving to the most current
statements of modern Popes. He follows with a summary statement of the possible retrieval of the biblical
religious insights that can be distinguished from the physical worldview that stands behind much of the
biblical material. This allows for a discussion of the traditional concept of creation from nothing in the form
of a conversation with contemporary physics. He then discusses the Christian idea of God as the primal
mystery of creative love from whom al of creation flows. With these foundational ideas in place, Hayes
looks at such questions as the origin of humanity and the failure of humanity throughout history. He then
focuses on the tradition of cosmic Christology. Finally, the theological issues of the final outcome of God's
creation and its history is discussed against the background of the current scientific projections of a future for
the cosmos.

Chapters are Science, the Bible, and Christianity," "The Vision of the Hebrew Scriptures," "Creation and the
Christian Scriptures," "Creation from Nothing," "The Triune God, the Creator," "Humanity in the Cosmic
Context," "Sin and Evil," "Christ and the Cosmos," and "Creation and the Future."

Zachary Hayes, OFM, PhD, is professor of systematic theology at Catholic Theological Union. He has
taught and written extensively on matters related to the theological understanding of creation and the
relation between theology and science. He is on the staff of the Chicago Center for Religion and Science. He
is the author of Visions of a Future: A Study of Christian Eschatology from the New Theology Studies series
published by The Liturgical Press.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Patten:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Gift of Being: A Theology of Creation (New Theology Studies).

Jason Villalobos:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you
want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Gift of Being:
A Theology of Creation (New Theology Studies) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Dolores Parker:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read will be The
Gift of Being: A Theology of Creation (New Theology Studies).

Larry Brackett:

Beside this kind of The Gift of Being: A Theology of Creation (New Theology Studies) in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Gift of Being: A Theology of Creation (New Theology Studies)
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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