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Amy Marcy Cheney Beach (1867-1944), the most widely performed composer of her generation, was the
first American woman to succeed as a creator of large-scale art music. Her "Gaelic" Symphony, given its
premiere by the Boston Symphony Orchestra in 1896, was the first work of its kind by an American woman
to be performed by an American orchestra. Almost all of her more than 300 works were published soon after
they were composed and performed, and today her music is finding new advocates and audiences for its
energy, intensity, and sheer beauty. Yet, until now, no full-length critical biography of Beach's life or
comprehensive critical overview of her music existed. This biography admirably fills that gap, fully
examining the connections between Beach's life and work in light of social currents and dominant ideologies.

Born into a musical family in Victorian times, Amy Beach started composing as a child of four and was
equally gifted as a pianist. Her talent was recognized early by Boston's leading musicians, who gave her
unqualified support. Although Beach believed that the life of a professional musician was the only life for
her, her parents had raised her for marriage and a career of amateur music-making. Her response to this
parental (and later spousal) opposition was to find creative ways of reaching her goal without direct
confrontation. Discouraged from a full-scale concert career, she instead found her métier in composition.

Success as a composer of art songs came early for Beach: indeed, her songs outsold those of her
contemporaries. Nevertheless, she was determined to separate her work from the genteel parlor music
women were writing in her day by creating large-scale works--a Mass, a symphony, and chamber music--that
challenged the accepted notion that women were incapable of creating high art. She won the respect of
colleagues and the allegiance of audiences. Many who praised her work, however, considered her an
exception among women. Beach's reaction to this was to join with other women composers of serious music
by promoting their works along with her own.

Adrienne Fried Block has written a biography that takes full account of issues of gender and musical
modernism, considering Beach in the contexts of her time and of her composer contemporaries, both male
and female. Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian will be of great interest to students and scholars of American
music, and to music lovers in general.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lopez:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you
will require this Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian: The Life and Work of an American Composer, 1867-
1944.

Fabiola Stewart:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Amy Beach, Passionate
Victorian: The Life and Work of an American Composer, 1867-1944? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Theodore Stewart:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian: The Life
and Work of an American Composer, 1867-1944, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Arthur Furr:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Amy Beach, Passionate
Victorian: The Life and Work of an American Composer, 1867-1944 which is obtaining the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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