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Although he was Abraham and Mary Lincoln’s oldest and last surviving son, the details of Robert T.
Lincoln’s life are misunderstood by some and unknown to many others. Nearly half a century after the last
biography about Abraham Lincoln’s son was published, historian and author Jason Emerson illuminates the
life of this remarkable man and his achievements in Giant in the Shadows: The Life of Robert T. Lincoln.
Emerson, after nearly ten years of research, draws upon previously unavailable materials to offer the first
truly definitive biography of the famous lawyer, businessman, and statesman who, much more than merely
the son of America’ s most famous president, made his own indelible mark on one of the most progressive
and dynamic eras in United States history.

Born in aboardinghouse but passing his last days at ease on alavish country estate, Robert Lincoln played
many roles during his lifetime. As a president’ s son, a Union soldier, an ambassador to Great Britain, and a
U.S. secretary of war, Lincoln was indisputably atitan of his age. Much like his father, he became one of the
nation’s most respected and influential men, building a successful law practice in the city of Chicago,
serving shrewdly as president of the Pullman Car Company, and at one time even being considered as a
candidate for the U.S. presidency.

Along the way he bore witness to some of the most dramatic moments in America s history, including
Raobert E. Lee’ s surrender at Appomattox Courthouse; the advent of the railroad, telephone, electrical, and
automobile industries; the circumstances surrounding the assassinations of three presidents of the United
States; and the momentous presidential election of 1912. Giant in the Shadows also reveals Robert T.
Lincoln’s complex relationships with his famous parents and includes previously unpublished insights into
their personalities. Emerson reveals new details about Robert’ s role as his father’ s confidant during the brutal
years of the Civil War and his reaction to his father’s murder; his prosecution of the thieves who attempted to
steal hisfather’s body in 1876 and the extraordinary measures he took to ensure it would never happen
again; aswell as details about the painful decision to have his mother committed to a mental facility. In
addition Emerson explores the relationship between Robert and his children, and exposes the actual story of
his stewardship of the Lincoln legacy—including what he and his wife really destroyed and what was
preserved. Emerson also delvesinto the true reason Robert is not buried in the Lincoln tomb in Springfield
but instead was interred at Arlington National Cemetery.

Meticulously researched, full of never-before-seen photographs and new insight into historical events, Giant
in the Shadows is the missing chapter of the Lincoln family story. Emerson’ s riveting work is more than
simply abiography; it is atale of American achievement in the Gilded Age and the endurance of the Lincoln

legacy.
Univeristy Press Books for Public and Secondary Schools 2013 edition
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From reader reviews:
KatherineLee:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Giant in the Shadows: The Life of Robert T. Lincoln. Try to face the book
Giant in the Shadows: The Life of Robert T. Lincoln as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend
when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So, let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

James Jernigan:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them isthis Giant in the
Shadows: The Life of Robert T. Lincoln.

John Day:

The reserve with title Giant in the Shadows: The Life of Robert T. Lincoln contains alot of information that
you can understand it. You can get alot of help after read this book. That book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the globalization. Y ou
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Lila Costillo:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. Peopleis human not really arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your aternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is actually Giant in the Shadows: The Life of Robert T. Lincoln.
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