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For 150 years, the assassination of Abraham Lincoln has fascinated the American people. Relatively few

academic historians, however, have devoted study to it, viewing the murder as a side note tied to neither the

Civil War nor Reconstruction. Over time, the traditional story of the assassination has become littered with

myths, from the innocence of Mary Surratt and Samuel Mudd to John Wilkes Booth’s escape to Oklahoma

or India, where he died by suicide several years later. In this succinct volume, Edward Steers, Jr. sets the

record straight, expertly analyzing the historical evidence to explain Lincoln’s assassination.

The decision to kill President Lincoln, Steers shows, was an afterthought. John Wilkes Booth’s original plan

involved capturing Lincoln, delivering him to the Confederate leadership in Richmond, and using him as a

bargaining chip to exchange for southern soldiers being held in Union prison camps. Only after Robert E.

Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia and Richmond fell to Union forces did Booth change his

plan from capture to murder. As Steers explains, public perception about Lincoln’s death has been shaped by

limited but popular histories that assert, alternately, that Secretary of War Edwin Stanton engineered the

assassination or that John Wilkes Booth was a mad actor fueled by delusional revenge. In his detailed

chronicle of the planning and execution of Booth’s plot, Steers demonstrates that neither Stanton nor anyone

else in Lincoln’s sphere of political confidants participated in Lincoln’s death, and Booth remained a fully

rational person whose original plan to capture Lincoln was both reasonable and capable of success. He also

implicates both Mary Surratt and Samuel Mudd, as well as other conspirators, clarifying their parts in the

scheme.

At the heart of Lincoln’s assassination, Steers reveals, lies the institution of slavery. Lincoln’s move toward

ending slavery and his unwillingness to compromise on emancipation spurred the white supremacist Booth

and ultimately resulted in the president’s untimely death. With concise chapters and inviting prose, this brief

volume will prove essential for anyone seeking a straightforward, authoritative analysis of one of the most

dramatic events in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Nelson Wyatt:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Lincoln's Assassination (Concise Lincoln
Library) to read.

Homer Simon:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Lincoln's Assassination (Concise
Lincoln Library) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Donna Hufnagel:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Lincoln's Assassination (Concise Lincoln Library) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get prior to. The Lincoln's Assassination (Concise Lincoln Library) giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this
era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Earl Wright:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Lincoln's
Assassination (Concise Lincoln Library).
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