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Throughout Western history, there have been those who felt compelled to share a dissenting opinion on
public matters, while still hoping to avoid the social, political, and even criminal consequences for exercising
free speech. In this collection of fourteen original essays, editors Han Baltussen and Peter J. Davis trace the
roots of censorship far beyond its supposed origins in early modern history.

Beginning with the ancient Greek concept of parrhêsia, and its Roman equivalent libertas, the contributors
to The Art of Veiled Speech examine lesser-known texts from historical periods, some famous for setting the
benchmark for free speech, such as fifth-century Athens and republican Rome, and others for censorship,
such as early imperial and late antique Rome. Medieval attempts to suppress heresy, the Spanish Inquisition,
and the writings of Thomas Hobbes during the Reformation are among the examples chosen to illustrate an
explicit link of cultural censorship across time, casting new light on a range of issues: Which circumstances
and limits on free speech were in play? What did it mean for someone to "speak up" or "speak truth to
authority"?

Drawing on poetry, history, drama, and moral and political philosophy the volume demonstrates the many
ways that writers over the last 2500 years have used wordplay, innuendo, and other forms of veiled speech to
conceal their subversive views, anticipating censorship and making efforts to get around it. The Art of Veiled
Speech offers new insights into the ingenious methods of self-censorship to express controversial views,
revealing that the human voice cannot be easily silenced.

Contributors: Pauline Allen, Han Baltussen, Megan Cassidy-Welch, Peter J. Davis, Andrew Hartwig,
Gesine Manuwald, Bronwen Neil, Lara O'Sullivan, Jon Parkin, John Penwill, François Soyer, Marcus
Wilson, Ioannis Ziogas
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Art of Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from Aristophanes to
Hobbes.

Raymond Lee:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Art of Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from
Aristophanes to Hobbes. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important a book The Art of Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from Aristophanes to Hobbes.
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's learn.

James Reed:

Here thing why this kind of The Art of Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from Aristophanes to Hobbes are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Art of Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from
Aristophanes to Hobbes giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no reserve that similar with The Art of Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from Aristophanes to
Hobbes. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of The Art of Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from Aristophanes to Hobbes in e-book
can be your option.

Dana Martin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Art of Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from



Aristophanes to Hobbes why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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