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“On Wednesday, March 28, 1979, 36 seconds after the hour of 4:00 a.m., several water pumps stopped
working in the unit 2 nuclear power plant on Three Mile Island, 10 miles southeast of Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. Thus began the accident at Three Mile Island. In the minutes, hours, and days that followed, a
series of events --compounded by equipment failures, inappropriate procedures, and human errors and
ignorance -- escalated into the worst crisis yet experienced by the nation's nuclear power industry. The
accident focused national and international attention on the nuclear facility at Three Mile Island and raised it
to a place of prominence in the minds of hundreds of millions. For the people living in such communities as
Royalton, Goldsboro, Middletown, Hummelstown, Hershey, and Harrisburg, the rumors, conflicting official
statements, a lack of knowledge about radiation releases, the continuing possibility of mass evacuation, and
the fear that a hydrogen bubble trapped inside a nuclear reactor might explode were real and immediate. …
The reality of the accident, the realization that such an accident could actually occur, renewed and deepened
the national debate over nuclear safety and the national policy of using nuclear reactors to generate
electricity.” – Findings in a report by the Presidential Commission established to investigate the accident

Uranium is best known for the destructive power of the atom bombs, which ushered in the nuclear era at the
end of World War II, but given the effectiveness of nuclear power, plants like those at Three Mile Island in
Pennsylvania were constructed to generate energy for Americans during the second half of the 20th century.
While nuclear power plants were previously not an option and thus opened the door to new, more efficient,
and more affordable forms of energy for domestic consumption, the use of nuclear energy understandably
unnerved people living during the Cold War and amidst ongoing nuclear detonations. After all, the damage
wrought on Hiroshima and Nagasaki made clear to everyone what nuclear energy was capable of inflicting,
and the health problems encountered by people exposed to the radiation also demonstrated the horrific side
effects that could come with the use of nuclear weapons or the inability to harness the technology properly.

Thus, it seemed that everyone’s worst fears were realized on March 28, 1979 when the nuclear plant at Three
Mile Island suffered a partial meltdown. Since it occurred years before Russia’s Chernobyl disaster took
place, the accident, a combination of mechanical and management failures, was at the time the worst civilian
nuclear disaster yet, and the predictions of its consequences were dire. Given the release of radioactive
material, nearby residents feared for their lives, and the nature of the radioactive contamination meant it
would take nearly 15 years and $1 billion to fully clean up after the disaster.

Fortunately, the human cost was eventually ruled insignificant, but the scare forced the implementation of
new regulations in an effort to ensure the use of nuclear energy was safer. As a result, Three Mile Island,
while still well-known among Americans today, remains more of a caution tale than a tragedy.

The Three Mile Island Accident chronicles the worst nuclear meltdown in American history and the changes
made in the aftermath of the accident. Along with pictures and a bibliography, you will learn about Three



Mile Island like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Roberts:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will want this The Three Mile Island Accident: The History and Legacy of America's Worst Nuclear
Meltdown.

Linda Pinkerton:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is suitable
to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you get it
as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
with you if you take The Three Mile Island Accident: The History and Legacy of America's Worst Nuclear
Meltdown as your daily resource information.

Emma Anderson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Three Mile Island Accident: The
History and Legacy of America's Worst Nuclear Meltdown, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks.
What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Pamela Eckert:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Three Mile Island Accident: The History and
Legacy of America's Worst Nuclear Meltdown can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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