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In 1935, at the height of his powers, Howard Thurman, one of the most influential African American
religious thinkers of the twentieth century, took a pivotal trip to India that would forever change him—and
that would ultimately shape the course of the civil rights movement in the United States.
 
When Thurman (1899–1981) became the first African American to meet with Mahatma Gandhi, he found
himself called upon to create a new version of American Christianity, one that eschewed self-imposed racial
and religious boundaries, and equipped itself to confront the enormous social injustices that plagued the
United States during this period. Gandhi’s philosophy and practice of satyagraha, or “soul force,” would
have a momentous impact on Thurman, showing him the effectiveness of nonviolent resistance.
 
After the journey to India, Thurman’s distinctly American translation of satyagraha into a Black Christian
context became one of the key inspirations for the civil rights movement, fulfilling Gandhi’s prescient words
that “it may be through the Negroes that the unadulterated message of nonviolence will be delivered to the
world.” Thurman went on to found one of the first explicitly interracial congregations in the United States
and to deeply influence an entire generation of black ministers—among them Martin Luther King Jr.
 
Visions of a Better World depicts a visionary leader at a transformative moment in his life. Drawing from
previously untapped archival material and obscurely published works, Quinton Dixie and Peter Eisenstadt
explore, for the first time, Thurman’s development into a towering theologian who would profoundly affect
American Christianity—and American history.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Tipton:

The book Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of African
American Nonviolence can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India
and the Origins of African American Nonviolence? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of African
American Nonviolence has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Romero:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Visions of a Better
World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of African American Nonviolence book as
basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jerry Hull:

This Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of African American
Nonviolence is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Visions of a Better World: Howard
Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of African American Nonviolence in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world
with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Effie Steger:

You can find this Visions of a Better World: Howard Thurman's Pilgrimage to India and the Origins of
African American Nonviolence by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only



simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you
just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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