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The distinguished philosopher Robert M. Adams presents a major work on virtue, which is once again a
central topic in ethical thought. A Theory of Virtueis a systematic, comprehensive framework for thinking
about the moral evaluation of character. Many recent attempts to stake out a place in moral philosophy for
this concern define virtue in terms of its benefits for the virtuous person or for human society more generally.
In Part One Adams presents and defends a conception of virtue as intrinsic excellence of character, worth
prizing for its own sake and not only for its benefits. In the other two parts he addresses two challenges to the
ancient idea of excellence of character.

One challenge arises from the importance of atruism in modern ethical thought, and the question of what
atruism has to do with intrinsic excellence. Part Two argues that altruistic benevolence doesindeed have a
crucial placein excellence of character, but that moral virtue should also be expected to involve excellence
in being for other goods besides the well-being (and the rights) of other persons. It explores relations among
cultural goods, personal relationships, one's own good, and the good of others, as objects of excellent
motives.

The other challenge, the subject of Part Three of the book, is typified by doubts about the reality of moral
virtue, arising from experiments and conclusions in social psychology. Adams exploresin detail the
prospects for an empirically realistic conception of excellence of character as an object of moral aspiration,
endeavor, and education. He argues that such a conception will involve renunciation of the ancient thesis of
the unity or mutual implication of all virtues, and acknowledgment of sufficient ‘'moral luck’ in the
development of any individual's character to make virtue very largely a gift, rather than an individual
achievement, though nonetheless excellent and admirable for that.
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From reader reviews:
Kenneth Flowers:

The knowledge that you get from A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good could be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular A Theory of Virtue:
Excellencein Being for the Good instantly.

Patricia Northcutt:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of timeto read it because thistime you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. A Theory of Virtue: Excellencein Being for the Good can be your answer since it can be read by you
actually who have those short time problems.

Donna Layne:

Y ou may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for
the Good is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

M arc Dean:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike right now, many waysto get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.

Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the A Theory of Virtue: Excellence in Being for the Good when you needed it?
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