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The first-ever comprehensive publication about both Ethiopian and Eritrean monasticism, this new book by
Mario Alexis Portella describes in detail how the monastic structure and spirituality embodied itself in the
religious and political fervor of the Ethiopian and Eritrean nations. With the only non-institutionalized
monasticism in the Christian world, today's nations of Ethiopia and Eritrea possess an historical heritage that
has shaped their respective socio-political societies. Although ancient Ethiopia, formerly called Aksum
(northern Ethiopia and present-day Eritrea), was the first nation to officially proclaim itself Christian, it was
not until the arrival of the Nine Saints inthe latter part of the 5th century that the country was united as a
Christian nation. Despite political setbacks in the High Middle Ages, monks continued to inculturate local
and ethnic customs into a unique branch of Christianity. Its watershed event was the 8-monk Ethiopian
delegation at the Ecumenical Council of Florence in 1441, which not only continued to pave the way for a
national church, but encouraged Ethiopians to unite themselves against foreigners who attempted to destroy
their Christian-national identity. One case in point was when Ethiopian holy men and holy women sustained
their religious integrity before a forceful attempt by the 17th century Portuguese Jesuit missionaries to
Latinize their faith. Another defining moment was when Abune Petros became the symbol of perseverance
and unity before the Italian Fascist invasion of 1935 - an act of genocide which sought to exterminate the
very monastic foundation that civilized its society. And even after society's last Christian emperor, Hailé
Sellassié, was deposed in 1974, modern-day monks, such as Abune Theophilos, martyred by the Derg
Regime, remind us that they continue to provide stability to their community.
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From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Ethiopian and Eritrean
Monasticism: The Spiritual and Cultural Heritage of Two Nations to read.

Elizabeth Brown:

This book untitled Ethiopian and Eritrean Monasticism: The Spiritual and Cultural Heritage of Two Nations
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get
a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Judith Mandel:

The actual book Ethiopian and Eritrean Monasticism: The Spiritual and Cultural Heritage of Two Nations
will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Ethiopian and
Eritrean Monasticism: The Spiritual and Cultural Heritage of Two Nations is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

James McDonald:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Ethiopian and Eritrean Monasticism: The Spiritual and Cultural Heritage of
Two Nations was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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